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Region 2
We anticipate 

better than av-
erage hunting 
opportunities for 
the upcoming fall 
hunting season. 
FWP Region 2 had 
a very mild winter 
in 2025-2026, on 
the heels of two 
previous mild win-
ters. The winter 
was abnormally 
dry, but early sum-
mer conditions 
provided some 
needed moisture 
which should 
benefit animals 
heading into the 
fall. During spring 
surveys, biologists 
observed good re-
cruitment for both 
deer and elk, and 
overall counts are 
trending upward 
in several areas, 
especially in the 
Upper Clark Fork.

Big game check stations will 
be open in Region 2 on weekends 
during the general season in Dar-
by, Bonner, Anaconda and at the 
mouth of Fish Creek west of Mis-
soula. Hunters are reminded to 
stop at all stations they pass, even 
if they haven’t harvested anything.

Region 2 had its first chronic 
wasting disease (CWD) detec-
tion in 2023 in Hunting District 
(HD) 213 near Deer Lodge. There 
were no additional CWD detec-
tions until 2026 when two more 
positive mule deer were found in 
HDs 213 and 215. CWD sampling 
will be offered at the Anaconda 

check station and in Drummond 
to try to increase sampling efforts 
in the Upper Clark Fork. CWD 
sampling will also be offered at 
the Darby check station. Testing 
for CWD is voluntary and hunters 
wishing to have 
harvested elk, 

deer, and moose tested can submit 
samples themselves (more info at 
fwp.mt.gov/cwd), visit the CWD 
sampling stations, or stop by the 
FWP office in Missoula (3201 

2026 Big Game Hunting Forecast

continued on page 3

Bighorn Sheep. Photo by John Dowd.
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by Victoria
Howell

Bitterroot Health 
held a groundbreak-
ing last Wednesday 
for its new medical 
complex that will be 
built just north of 
Stevensville at the 
corner of Kootenai 
Creek Road and 
Hwy 93.

John Bishop, Bit-
terroot Health CEO, 
said that Marcus 
Daly Hospital had 

been providing “quality, 
accessible, personalized 
health care” for 90 years. 
In recent years, they 
have been taking steps to 
invest in all the commu-
nities of the Bitterroot, 
he said, with clinics in 

Darby, Victor and Corvallis, as well as 
Hamilton. 

The new 12-acre campus will 
provide primary, care, urgent care and 
specialty services. Two physicians have 
already been hired, along with a nurse 
practitioner, and two more doctors 
are being recruited. There will also be 

speech, occupa-
tional and physical 
therapy services – 
including a therapy 
pool – plus imaging 
and lab services.

Bishop said 
they hope to have 
the facility open 
by spring of 2023, 
and that they plan 
on continuing to 
expand services. 
“We’re bringing the 
care to the patients,” 
he said.

Lois Hedge-
peth, chair of the 
hospital board, 
said this project 
has been four years 
in the works, but 
there were some 
delays due to the 
pandemic. She said 
their vision is that 
the Stevensville 
facility will be more 

of a “medical center” rather than just a 
clinic. She also said that Marcus Daly 
Hospital, which is a critical access 
hospital, was recently rated #4 in the 
nation for quality by the national rat-
ing agency, out of 351 similar facilities.

by Victoria Howell

At the second regular 
meeting of the two-member 
Stevensville Town Council, on 
January 27, town clerk Jenelle 
Berthoud told the council and 
audience that she was having 
trouble streaming the meet-
ings on the internet. She said 
the former YouTube chan-
nel they had was no longer 
working but they had set up 
a new Facebook page. How-
ever, members of the public 
who had tried to access the 
Facebook page said it was not 
accessible. Berthoud asked 
for patience as she worked 
through the issues.

Jim Crews, former mayor 

and former council member, 
appears to be continuing 
his efforts to teach the new 
council and mayor how local 
government should run. He 
was a frequent commenter 
at council meetings during 
the last administration. In 
public comment, Crews told 
the council that those mak-
ing public comment should 
address the mayor, not the 
audience. He also said, “This 
is not a question and answer” 
session. “It’s public comment.” 
The mayor had said previous-
ly that he would be answering 
questions from the public.

Crews also said that they 
should be prepared for some 
“interesting comments” from 

the public at the next meeting 
when the council considers 
the appointment of two addi-
tional council members. 

“We’ll do our job,” said 
Gibson

Joan Mell, an attorney 
from Hamilton, was rec-
ognized for stepping in 
to handle the prosecution 
caseload of Town Attorney 
Greg Overstreet while he was 
hospitalized, and then recov-
ering, from Covid-19. Mell 
did the work at no charge to 
the town. “I just wanted to 
publicly thank Joan for help-
ing me and helping the town,” 
said Overstreet.
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by Michael Howell

An open house celebration was 
held last week at the Bitter Root 
Humane Association’s (BRHA) new 
animal shelter located on Fairgrounds 
Road in Hamilton. The event served a 
double purpose. It included a ribbon 
cutting ceremony in honor of the new 
facility, including tours of the whole 
building, and an array of food and 
drink in honor of the organization’s 
50th birthday.

The private non-profi t organization 
was fi rst organized in 1972. In 1984, 
Countess Margarite Bessenyey, the 
granddaughter of Marcus Daly, gave 
the BRHA land on Fairgrounds Road 
with a 99-year lease. Six years later, 
in 1990, the Bessenyey estate deeded 
the land to the organization where 
the current shelter is located. The 
new building replaces an old building 

on the property that had housed the 
shelter since 1984. 

Sue McCormack, who serves on 
the organization’s board of directors 

and cut the ribbon at last week’s 
ceremony, said concerning the 
organization’s 50 years of service, “It 
was started by a bunch of little old 
ladies in 1972 and it’s still run by a 
bunch of little old ladies.”

Kathie Butts, President of the 
Board, said, “This organization has 
come such a long way since it was 
started about 50 years ago. I feel a 
huge sense of responsibility to honor 
those who have come before us and 
make it as good as it can be as we set 
the course for the next 50 years.”

McCormack said that the 
organization conducted a successful 
fundraising campaign to fund the new 
construction but then the Covid-19 
pandemic hit and construction costs 
skyrocketed. As a result, the group 
had to take out a mortgage to fi nish

             

Bitter Root Humane Association 
celebrates new shelter, 50th anniversary

by Victoria Howell

When it comes 
to Covid, Greg 
Overstreet has a 
message for you: 
don’t fool around!

Overstreet, 
an attorney in 
private practice in 
Stevensville, was 
diagnosed with 
colon cancer in 
February of 2021. 
He went through 
chemotherapy and 
in late August he was 
told that the cancer 
had been eradicated.

Overstreet had 
surgery on October 
23, 2021 for ostomy 
removal, the fi nal 
treatment in the 
colon cancer journey. 
The day after that 
surgery, he was 
diagnosed with 
COVID-19. 

“I was obviously 
very weakened,” said 
Overstreet. “It hit 

me like a ton of 
bricks.” 

Overstreet was 
sent home from 
the hospital with 
an oxygen tank. 
He was home for 
two or three days. 
During that time, 
his oxygen level 
went down to 51, 
from a normal of 
99. “I jokingly say 
that 51 is brain 
damage material.”

But COVID-19 
was no joke. “It 
got so bad I felt 
like I couldn’t 
breathe, like I 
was being water 
boarded, or what 
I imagine water 
boarding to be 
like,” recalls 
Overstreet. “This 
is when I realized 
that I was not 
taking Covid 
seriously enough. 

Surviving COVID

by Victoria Howell

Jasmin Shinn, founder and 
executive director of 1 Horse 
At A Time Draft Horse Rescue 
facility in Corvallis, got a nice 
boost last week when she was 
presented with a check for $7500 
from representatives of JCCS, an 
accounting fi rm with a branch 
located in Hamilton. Part of the 
selection for awarding that gift 
was online voting and according 
to JCCS branch manager, Andrea 
Simmerman, 1 Horse At A Time 
was one of the top four vote 
getters.

That check followed in the wake 
of a $25,000 gift in November 
from Tractor Supply. 

That sounds like a lot of 
money but, according to Shinn, 
taking care of draft horses is 
an expensive proposition. Last 

year, the facility took in just under 
$240,000 and spent every penny. 
There are no paid employees; it’s an all-
volunteer organization. But Shinn said 
it costs about $200 per month to feed 
these “gentle giants.” Then there are 
veterinary bills, therapy, training, and 
other associated costs to rehabilitate 
these horses. When they’re fi nally ready 
for adoption, most can be driven or 
ridden, and some just become “pasture 
pets.”

1 Horse At A Time was established 
by Shinn in 2018. She’s originally from 
Germany where she grew up around 
horses. She’s always been a horse fan, 
but she is especially passionate about 
draft horses. She and her husband, a 
military retiree, and their two children 
relocated to Montana and bought a 20-
acre farm which Shinn said can support 
about 20 horses. She currently 

Local draft horse rescue thriving

by Victoria Howell

The Cowboy Ball at the Ravalli County 
Fairgrounds will be held February 12th. This is 
the tenth annual event and the way it’s shaping 
up, it’s going to be an event worthy of a jubilee 
celebration.

Rod Freeman is the chair of this year’s 
event. Freeman is also the chair of the Rodeo 
Committee, and the vice chair of the Fair Board, 
which he’s been on for 12 years. A real estate 
agent for 18 years here in the Bitterroot, and also 
in the Army for 21 years, his organizational and 
fundraising skills, and discipline, have been put to 
good use as chair of the Cowboy Ball committee.

Freeman said the committee hopes to raise 
$50,000 this year, for the expansion of the rodeo 
bucking chutes. “They’re just getting old,” he said. 
“They need to be replaced. They’re getting banged 
up. Bucking stock can be hard on metal.”

The 10th annual cowboy ball – which actually 
started 11 years ago but couldn’t be held last year 
due to the pandemic – has been upgraded this 
year. 

“This is the fi rst year we’ve ever done a fully 
catered dinner,” said Freeman. The University 
of Montana Catering Service will provide the 
dinner. Desserts are provided by 4H members. 

Cowboy Ball
scheduled

Presenting a check for $7500 from JCCS to Jasmin Shinn (second from left) of 1 Horse At 
A Time Draft Horse Rescue were, l to r: Levi Clark, CPA, Andrea Simmerman, JCCS Branch 
Manager, and Will Ramsey, CPA. Also pictured is Tiny, the non-pro� t’s mascot and the 
� rst horse that was rescued by 1 Horse At A Time. Photo by Victoria Howell.

Bitterroot Chamber of Commerce Director Al Mitchell holds the group spell-bound as Bit-
ter Root Humane Association Board Member Sue McCormack prepares to cut the ribbon 
celebrating the opening of the new animal shelter in Hamilton. Photo by Michael Howell. 

See SHELTER, page 2

See RESCUE, page 6

See SURVIVING, page 5
Greg Overstreet talks about his recent brush with death due to 
Covid. Photo by Victoria Howell. See COWBOY BALL page 4
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Gold Butterfly project draws some objections

Groundbreaking held for medical center

Stevi to revisit refinancing bonds

John Bishop, pictured fifth from left, leads a gathering of people involved in the 
Bitterroot Health building project in a ceremonial groundbreaking. The facility 
will be built on land located at the corner of Kootenai Creek Road and Hwy 93 
just north of the Stevensville Junction. 

The Town of Stevensville recognized attorney Joan Mell, 
center, for filling in while town attorney Greg Overstreet 
had Covid-19. Pictured with Mell are, l to r, Overstreet, 
Mayor Steve Gibson, council members Cindy Brown and 
Stacie Barker. Photo by Victoria Howell.See STEVI, page 2

by Michael Howell

The deadline closed on 
January 18, for filing objec-
tions to the Draft Supplemen-
tal Environmental Statement 
(Draft SEIS) for the Gold 
Butterfly Project, a Bitterroot 
National Forest project that 
includes nearly 13,000 acres 
of commercial and non-com-
mercial vegetative treatment 
within a 55,000 acre area of 
forest in the Sapphire Moun-
tains east of Corvallis. 

The original proposal was 
withdrawn in August of 2020 
after Friends of the Bitterroot 
and Alliance for the Wild 
Rockies filed suit claiming the 
agency failed to use the best 
available science in managing 
elk habitat and didn’t com-
ply with the definition of old 
growth found in the Bitterroot 

National Forest 1987 Forest 
Plan.

A new record of decision 
was issued on December 17, 
2021 accompanied by a Draft 
SEIS that provides a site-spe-
cific forest plan amendment 
defining old-growth stan-
dards. Some objections to the 
new decision were received 
by the January 18 deadline 
mostly having to do with the 
logging of old growth, poten-
tial impacts to wildlife and to 
Willow Creek Road.

Bitterroot National Forest 
officials have stated that the 
project is designed to improve 
forest resilience to natural 
disturbances like fire, insects 
and disease; reduce sedi-
ment sources in the Willow 
Creek watershed; improve 
bull trout habitat; restore 
habitat including meadows, 

aspen and whitebark pine; 
manage timber to provide 
forest products and jobs; and 
retain old growth status in all 
treatment units. According to 
a Forest Service press release 
about 90% of the proposed 
treatment areas are within an 
area designated for insect and 
disease treatment because of 
dense pockets of dead and dy-
ing trees. They claim the area 
is impacted by mountain pine 
beetle, Douglas-fir bark beetle, 
dwarf mistletoe and western 
spruce budworm damage.

Although in general 
agreement with the proposed 
project, the Ravalli County 
Commissioners expressed 
concern over impacts to 
county owned and maintained 
roads, especially Willow Creek 
Road.

In a letter to the Forest 

the commissioners stated 
that “Ravalli County objects 
to unmitigated impacts to 
county owned/maintained 
roads from heavy equipment 
and logging trucks, mostly, 
but not limited to, the impacts 
to Willow Creek Road. Due to 
resource and financial limita-
tions, Ravalli County would 
not be able to accommodate 
the necessary maintenance 
during the project, nor the 
rehabilitation of the road after 
the project is complete. Ravalli 
County objects to shifting 
financial burden of the project 
to Ravalli County and believe 
it is contrary to current law 
and existing agreements.”
Forest officials also received 
comments from Philip Strobel 
Director of the NEPA Branch 
Office of the Regional Admin-
istrator of the Environmental 

Protection Agency. The letter 
contains recommendations 
concerning the Draft SEIS for 
the Gold Butterfly.  Concern-
ing the scope of the analysis 
the letter quotes the Bitter-
root Forest Plan’s Forest-wide 
Management Wildlife Re-
source Objective to “Maintain 
sufficient old-growth habitat 
on suitable timberland to 
support viable populations 
of old-growth dependent 
species.” The letter notes that 
the Draft SEIS limits the scope 
of its environmental conse-
quences analysis to vegetation, 
the pileated woodpecker and 
pine marten.
“We realize these old growth 
indicator species are listed in 
the Forest Plan, but it is not 
clear whether there are other 

See GOLD, page 5
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Hearts full of love

by Victoria Howell

Dominic Farren-
kopf, activities director 
at Sapphire Lutheran 
Homes in Hamilton, is 
asking the community 
to send his residents a 
little love this Valen-
tine’s Day. 

About four years 
ago, a resident came 
to Farrenkopf to see 

if it would be possible 
to put envelopes on 
all the doors and then 
put valentine cards in 
them. Farrenkopf really 
liked the idea. He asked 
students at schools 
and daycares to make 
special envelopes and 
decorate them for each 
resident. Then people 
could drop off valen-
tines to fill the enve-

lopes.
The project is now 

really popular, and 
growing every year. 

Last year the enve-
lopes were so full they 
had to be emptied more 
than once.

Spreading love

DUI Task 
Force, MAPS 
to partner on 
special video
by Michael Howell

Last week the Ravalli County Commissioners ap-
proved adoption of a memorandum of understand-
ing with the Ravalli County DUI Task Force and 
MAPS Media Institute to produce a video designed 
to help parents keep tabs on their children’s behav-
ior. 

The DUI Task Force approved the creation of 
a Mischief Room last May and the commissioners 
signed off on it. The project involved the creation of 
a set of easily accessible items that had secret hiding 
compartments where someone could stash some 
drugs or hide a small flask of whiskey. The aim was 
to provide parents a learning opportunity to see the 
various ways in which any young person can hide 
their substance use from casual inspections. 

Glenda Wiles, Director of the DUI Task Force, 
said what she tells parents is, “If you don’t look, 
then you don’t see. If you don’t see, then you don’t 

Halfway 
through fiscal 
year, county 
budget
looking good
by Michael Howell

Halfway through 
the budget year, the 
county’s performance 
is looking pretty good, 
according to Ravalli 
County CFO Klarryse 

Murphy. She led the 
commissioners through 
a lengthy fund by fund 
accounting that, to sum 
it up, shows the county, 
overall, doing very well 
on its tax collections and 
showing revenues over 
50% of projections in 
most departments while 
expenses have only 
amounted to 23% of 
projections due in large 
part to job vacancies 
that have yet to be filled. 
One big savings was in 
the budgeted funds for 
the county’s share in 

County budget 
on track

Eagles in winter

Numerous Bald Eagles have been congregating in the Burnt Fork area lately to feed on carcasses. Photos 
by Michael Howell.

See DUI, page 10

See COUNTY, page 10

See VALENTINES, page 10
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by Victoria Howell

The Stevensville Town Coun-
cil was split on whether to accept 
a small piece of park land near the 
Stevensville bridge, an item that was 
considered at the March 24th council 
meeting. The land ownership will now 
revert to the county. The 1.52-acre 
piece, which is located adjacent to the 
Bitterroot River on the northwest side 
of the bridge, was offered to the Town 
in 2017 by Ravalli County for use as a 
potential river access site. 

During the tenure of former 
mayor Jim Crews, the owner of land 
at the river on the northeast side had 
attempted to shut off river access on 

his property which would in effect 
shut off access to Stevensville River 
Park, a 20-acre park on the east bank 
just to the north of the private piece of 
property. Crews contacted the county 
and negotiated the donation of the 
land on the west, securing potential 
river access pending the outcome of 
the access dispute.

Council member Marilyn Wolff 
said she had a real problem with 
this piece of land. “It’s where two 
roads converge, the bank is incredi-
bly steep… I think there are liability 
issues… It is the fastest part of the 
channel and the deepest part of the 
channel. If you were to develop that 
for fishing, I would also see a problem 

with the highway, which is a state 
highway, because now you’re going to 
have two accesses for trucks pulling 
boats, and you’ve just come out of the 
Stevi Wye at 45 miles per hour - there 
are going to be accidents there.”

Mayor Steve Gibson said he didn’t 
see what use the land is to the town. “I 
only see a liability,” said Gibson.

Michaelson said he looked up the 
old minutes and found that the land 
was donated on the condition that 
it would be maintained and utilized 
for recreational purposes within five 
years.

Vickie Motley, park board mem-
ber, said that nothing had been done 
because the access problem had been 

addressed when the private land was 
sold to a new owner and Fish, Wildlife 
and Parks got involved. The once-pri-
vate piece now belongs to the state 
and is a developed fishing access site.

“But I think it’s [the piece on the 
west] still a viable piece of land for the 
city to have, whether or not you put 
money into developing it,” said Mot-
ley. “There are so many cars out there, 
I think it can be used for parking. But 
looking long term, if you have prop-
erty on the west side of the river, then 
you have access to potentially consol-
idate highway property into the Town 
of Stevensville. I think It’s something 

Stevi to return park land to county

by Victoria Howell

It’s been a long time 
coming, but the new Three 
Mile Community Center is up 
and running. Located at 4433 
Sunnyside Cemetery Road, 
the center is on the east side 
of Lone Rock Park. The build-
ing contains a large meeting 
room, a warming kitchen, a 
state-of-the-art audio visual 
system, and a gorgeous view 
of the Bitterroot Mountains to 
the west. 

The building is now home 
to the senior center and the 
Weekend Backpack Program 
that serves Lone Rock School. 
The surrounding park con-
tains soccer and baseball 
fields, tennis and volleyball 
courts, a walking path, a play-
ground and a covered picnic 

shelter. 
According 

to Colleen 
Schmiedeke, 
who serves on 
both the park 
board and the 
community 
center board, 
they started 
working on 
this in 2012 
and incorpo-
rated in 2014. 
She said the 
total cost is 
approximate-
ly $500,000. 
When 
Schmiedeke 
“got really 
involved,” the 
group had 
raised about 

$140,000. 
The park 
board made 
the decision 
to take out a 
loan to finish 
the project. 
She said they 
worked with 
Farmers State 
Bank to keep 
their loan 
payments 
reasonable.  
Those pay-
ments come 
out of park 
taxes that are 
already being 
assessed, 
Schmiedeke 
is proud that 
they didn’t 
have to run 

a levy, so this won’t have any 
additional impact on people’s 
property taxes. 

In addition to the loan, the 
project was paid for by the 
Three Mile Community Senior 
Center (the official name) 
which raised over $80,000 
through community picnics, 
rummage sales, bingo nights 
and donations from commu-
nity members. Other major 
contributors were the Three 
Mile Fire District, the Lone 
Rock Park and the Rapp Fam-
ily Foundation.

Schmiedeke said there 
were many volunteers who 
helped on the project, and 
TMCSC received reduced 
prices from contractors. The 
general contractor donated la-

Three Mile Community Center open

by Nathan Boddy

Christine Staub, a driving 
force at the Boxxe Shoppe at 
901 S. 1st Street, was recently 
presented with a Certificate of 
Appreciation by Mayor Domi-
nic Farrenkopf and Hamilton 
Police Chief Stephen Snavely. 
In his presentation to the City 
Council on March 15th, Chief 
Snavely said that he wants the 
Hamilton Police Department 
to “become more vocal about 
the good things that happen 
within the community.” Shar-
ing his department’s experi-
ence with Ms. Staub was one 
such opportunity.

In early March, a custom-
er came to the Boxxe Shoppe 
intending to send a package 
via FedEx. 
The customer 
seemed con-
fused and un-
familiar with 
the process, 
and Staub 
became sus-
picious when 
considering 
the custom-
er’s age and 
the particular 
details of the 
transaction. 
Unfortunate-
ly, it was not 
Staub’s first 
time having 
encountered 
such cir-

cumstances, having 
encountered people 
falling victim to mail 
fraud in the past.

As a certified ship-
ping depot for FedEx, 
the Boxxe Shoppe 
is legally justified to 
open a package which 
bears its shipping 
label. After following 
protocol, and doing 
so in the presence of 
a witness, Staub was 
able to uncover the 
unfortunate contents 
of the package: nearly 
$16,000 in cash, 
which the customer 
was unwittingly send-
ing to a scammer in 
Chicago, Illinois.

Over the 
course of her 
decade with 
the Boxxe 
Shoppe, Staub 
has now 
recovered 
approximately 
$60,000 in 
cash, all of 
which was 
being fraudu-
lently de-
manded from 
senior citizen 
members of 
the commu-
nity. Staub is 

familiar with the profile of the 
potential victims, but wishes 
that others within the commu-
nity would help her look out 
for their safety. At least one 
of the potential victims she 
aided was a resident at a local 
extended nursing facility and 
had to be provided with a ride 
to the bank as well as to the 
Boxxe Shoppe.

“It’s common sense to me,” 
she says, pointing out that red 
flags abound when seniors are 
being scammed. “If a person 
is 80 years old, and all of a 
sudden they’re coming into the 
bank to withdraw $15,000, it 
makes my ‘spidy’ sense tingle.” 

She adds that the 
most important 
way to combat such 
abuse is for people 
to ask questions 
and start the con-
versation with those 
you know and love.

Staub doesn’t 
know the details 
of what potential 
victims are told, but 
she knows that they 
are, “often coached 
to say they are ship-
ping legal papers or 
paperwork.” Other 
common tactics for 
scammers include 
claiming to rep-
resent the IRS or 
Social Security 
Administration. 
Sometimes they 
will tell their 

victims that a loved one has 
landed in jail, or that a prize 
has been won, but a fee needs 
to be paid for release of the 
funds. The scammers will 
commonly use a legitimate 
address, but will be ready to 
grab the package from a porch 
or front door when it arrives.

“They always direct the 
victim to send it, ‘no signature 
required,’” she adds.

The Bank Secrecy Act 
of 1970 requires banks to 
keep track of withdrawals of 
$10,000 or more in order 

Scammers thwarted, vigilance recognized

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM IN THE
SOUTHGATE MALL

•FREE ESTIMATES IN THE BITTERROOT VALLEY•YOURHOMEIMPROVEMENTCO.COM 493-0051

The Boxxe Shoppe’s new location 
at 901 S. 1st Street in Hamilton. 
Photo by Nathan Boddy.

Christine Staub of the Boxxe Shoppe. Photo by Na-
than Boddy.

See SCAMMERS, page 2

The Bitterroot Na-
tional Forest (BNF) will 
host a public meeting 
this Wednesday, March 
30th from 6 to 8 p.m. 
to share information 
regarding the develop-
ment of a draft forest 
Climbing Management 
Plan (CMP).  The virtual 
meeting will be held on 
Zoom.  See below for 
instructions and a link 
to join the meeting.  Five 
similar public meetings 
(virtual) were held in 
2021.         

In addition to the 
opportunity to learn 
about and participate in 
the process of develop-
ing a climbing plan, this 
week’s meeting will cov-
er the following agenda 
topics:     

 • Review overall 
objectives and desired 
outcomes of the public 
conversations   

• Provide an update 

Public 
meeting
on BNF
Climbing
Plan

Three Mile Community Senior Center board members, l to r, Col-
leen Schmiedeke, Joyce Pando and Wendy Audiss in front of the 
new community center at Lone Rock Park. Photo by V. Howell. See CENTER, page 3

See PLAN, page 2
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UM News Service

Filmed in and around the Bitterroot 
Valley of Montana, the fourth season of 
the hit television series “Yellowstone” 
brought more than $70 million in addi-
tional spending to the state, according 
to a study conducted by the University 
of Montana Bureau of Business and 
Economic Research.

The study found that because of 
“Yellowstone,” the Paramount global 
hit TV series starring Kevin Costner, 
there were:

• 527 permanent jobs in the state, 
not including the 624 Montana res-
idents who were employed during 
filming as extras.

• $25.3 million in annual personal 
income for Montana households.

• $85.8 million in additional gross 
receipts for Montana businesses and 
non-business organizations.

 Additionally, annual revenues of 
state government were higher by $10.6 
million, according to BBER Director 
Patrick Barkey.

 “The production activities of 
‘Yellowstone’ season four in Montana 
supported jobs and income well in 
excess of its own economic footprint, 
making Montana’s economy larger 
and more prosperous than it otherwise 
would have been,” Barkey said. “The 
high-paying nature of the produc-
tion-related jobs, and the considerable 
demand for locally produced goods and 
services, are the main reasons why the 
economic impacts were so sizable.” 

The report found that Montana has 

experienced growth in television and 
film in the last 10 years, with 122 pro-
ductions filmed in 2019. Some of those 
films qualified for tax credit. More than 
30 states, including Montana, current-
ly offer some form of tax credit, often 
transferrable, to studios in return for 
locating activities within their states.

The BBER study on “Yellowstone” 
was sponsored by the MEDIA Coalition 
of Montana and Paramount.

“We felt it was important to have 
accurate data as to the impacts of the 
media industry in Montana,” said Steve 
Grover, CEO of Montana Studios and 
co-founder of the MEDIA Coalition of 
Montana.

During five months of filming in 
western Montana, the studio’s signif-
icant spending on everything from 

lodging and rental cars to veterinary 
and animal services benefitted a broad 
spectrum of Montana businesses. “The 
business we got from ‘Yellowstone’ re-
ally helped our bottom line,” said Lynn-
Wood Fields, owner of the Montana 
Media Center, a locally based services 
provider.

Barkey said economic gains should 
continue if Montana becomes a more 
regular site for large-scale film produc-
tions with a similar scale and scope to 
“Yellowstone.”

To view the full study findings, visit 
the Bureau of Business and Econom-
ic Research website at www.bber.
umt.edu. Based in the UM College of 
Business, BBER was founded in 1948 
to monitor Montana’s economic and 
business conditions.

Report: ‘Yellowstone’ injects $70 million into state economy

Women wanted 
for August
retreat
by Victoria Howell 

Peg Miskin, coordinator 
of the Western Montana 
program of the non-profit 
Casting for Recovery, will 
be holding her 12th retreat 
August 26-28. She’s looking 
for women who are currently 
experiencing breast cancer, 
or who have previously made 
that journey, to sign up for 
the two-and-a-half-day pro-
gram. Casting for Recovery is 
free, women just have to get 
there. Food, lodging, guiding, 
even the fishing equipment, 
is free of charge.

Miskin launched the 
Northern California program 
as a volunteer and headed 
two annual retreats there for 
seven years. She moved to 
Hamilton 10 years ago. She 
was with the National Office 
of CfR for 11 years, as Na-
tional Program Director and 
more recently heading CfR’s 
only national fundraiser, the 
Cast One for Hope, which 
ran for nine years in Hamil-
ton. Miskin retired from the 
national office in 2021, which 
was the last year for the Cast 

One for Hope event. 
Miskin said the Casting 

for Recovery program in 
Montana, which she started 
in 2011, was going strong in 
2020 when Covid hit. She 
said they had to shut down 
all of the retreats. 55 retreats 
were canceled.

This is the 26th year 
nationally. The program was 
started by a breast recon-
structive surgeon who was 
married to a professional fly 
fisher. He realized that cast-
ing a fly rod could be good 
for breast muscle rehabilita-
tion.

“Since then we’ve discov-
ered that these women (who 
go through breast cancer) 
have PTSD,” said Miskin. 
“Their number one fear is 
reccurence.”

Miskin said the program 
is open to all ages and all 
stages of breast cancer, from 
newly diagnosed to 10 years 
past their last treatment. She 
said that younger women 
seem to be more concerned 
about body image. Older 
women have a tendency to 
say, “I don’t care about that.” 

“Just talking together and 
being together makes a dif-
ference and even influences 
their decisions,” said Miskin.

“For us, fly fishing is 

by Michael Howell

At a meeting that drew a roomful 
of concerned citizens last Friday, the 
Ravalli County Commissioners agreed 
to send a letter to the Montana Sec-
retary of State requesting that Ravalli 
County be given the authority to do 
post-election audits of local elections.

Commissioner Jeff Burrows said 
that after hearing concerns expressed 
by several people regarding the 
election results and the accuracy of 
election voting machines, he began 
looking into the law. He said that ac-
cording to County Clerk and Recorder 
Regina Plettenberg, who also serves as 
the official Election Administrator, the 

current process is that ballots go into 
the counting machine and preliminary 
numbers are produced. The ballots are 
then sealed, and an audit is conducted 
under the authority of the Secretary of 
State. It is a process of rolling dice to 
randomly select one federal race, one 
statewide race, one legislative race and 
one initiative, if there should be one 
on the ballot.

Burrows said that he was surprised 
to learn that there was no audit of 
any local races being conducted. One 
option suggested by Plettenberg was 
to have the county do an audit of local 
elections at the same time. He said 
after finally responding to his question 
about a local audit, the Secretary of 

State’s office said that it doesn’t seem 
to comply with election statutes.

Deputy County Attorney Clay 
Leland said that the power to conduct 
election audits is given by statute to 
the Secretary of State and Plettenberg 
in her capacity as Election Adminis-
trator. He said that the County does 
not appear to have any explicit author-
ity to conduct its own election audit. 
He said the county is a general powers 
county and does not have any author-
ity that is not explicitly granted or 
implied by a legal statute. While there 
might be some chance that power for 
the county to conduct a local audit 
is implied in the law, and the state, 
through a rule change, could allow it, 

the most direct and possibly quickest 
route would be through the legislature 
to seek a change in the law. 

Burrows also noted that the cur-
rent contract with ES&S to run the 
election machines which was exe-
cuted in 2015 prohibits the county 
from knowing the source code of the 
software being used to count the votes. 
He said there is public concern over 
the fact that the county has no control 
over the machines or the certification 
of the numbers.

Plettenberg said that the county 
had been working with ES&S since the 
1980’s. She said that every election 

County asks for authority to audit elections

Casting for Recovery

Stevensville Public 
Schools will host a com-
munity “grand re-open-
ing” for Stevensville K-3 
and Stevensville High 
School buildings on 
Thursday, April 28 from 
4 to 7 p.m. 

These buildings have 
been remodeled and ex-
panded with some new 
construction for the past 
24 months. Construction 
has included renova-
tions to fire systems 
to include sprinklers, 
computer network infra-
structure, lighting, new 
classrooms, remodels to 
existing rooms, connec-
tions between buildings, 
and many other fea-
tures.

School district trust-
ees, staff, and repre-
sentatives from MMW 
Architects and Quality 
Construction will be on 
hand to welcome the 
community to view the 
work that is nearing 
completion. Walking 
tours will be available.

Stevi 
schools
to hold
remodel
event

See RECOVERY, page 4
Peg Miskin, coordinator of the Casting for Recovery program in West-
ern Montana, believes in the rejuvenating power of being out in nature. 

See AUDIT, page 5

Are you ready for hunting sea-
son? FWP can help. In addition 
to the following hunting forecast, 
FWP provides online information 
about hunting access, including 
our popular Block Management 
Program, which provides hunt-
ing access to more than 7 million 
acres of private land.

FWP’s interactive Hunt Plan-
ner is a mapping tool that allows 
users to look at information for 
various species, including hunt-
ing districts and regulations. The 
hunt planner interactive map is 
a great way to access our block 
management information. If 
you’re planning a hunt in a certain 
region of the state, you can see 
if there are Block Management 
Areas available to expand your 
opportunity.

Remember, regulations may 
change a bit from year to year 
depending on hunting district. 
Double check the regulations to be 
sure.

FWP’s Hunter FAQ is another 
great resource to help you prepare 
to go out into the field.

And, as always, you can contact 
FWP’s  helpful staff at any of their 
regional offices around the state. 
They’re happy to help and can often 
get you pointed in the right direc-
tion with just a few simple tips.

NORTHWEST MONTANA
Big game recruitment in north-

west Montana varied after last 

winter, particularly for white-tailed 
deer. Snow conditions were highly 
variable with an early snow and 
hardpack conditions persisting 
through much of the winter.

Big game check stations will 
be open in Region 1 on weekends 
during the general season — High-
way 2 west of Kalispell, Highway 
83 north of Swan Lake, Highway 
200 on the west end of Thompson 
Falls, and Highway 93 near Olney. 
The Canoe Gulch check station near 
Libby is no longer in opera-
tion and has been replaced 
by the Libby CWD sampling 

station located on the south end of 
Libby (mile marker 35 on Highway 
2). Hunters are required to stop at 
game check stations but stopping at 
the Libby CWD sampling station is 
voluntary.

In recent years, FWP has de-
tected CWD in white-tailed deer, 
mule deer and moose in the Libby 
area. Hunters need to be aware of 
the Libby CWD Management Zone 
(MZ) and its boundaries, which in-
cludes portions of HDs 100, 103 and 

104. In 2020, a single CWD-positive 
whitetail buck was detected outside 
the MZ near the Thompson Chain 
of Lakes, and another CWD-positive 
was discovered outside the MZ in 
2021.

Testing for CWD is voluntary 
and hunters wishing to have har-
vested deer, elk and moose tested 
can submit samples themselves, vis-
it the Libby CWD Sampling Station 
(Montana Department of Transpor-
tation shop on U.S. Highway 2, mile 
marker 35) on weekends during 
the general season, or stop by the 
Region 1 Headquarters in Kalispell 
(490 North Meridian) during busi-
ness hours Monday through Friday. 
FWP staff’s ability to collect sam-
ples at game check stations will be 
limited and will occur only if it can 
be done safely and check stations 
are not busy. Hunters are encour-
aged to submit samples for testing, 
particularly in the Libby CWD MZ, 
so FWP can better assess the status 
of CWD in northwest Montana. 
Visit fwp.mt.gov/conservation/
chronic-wasting-disease. 

Elk
Calf survival in the Thomp-

son Falls (HD 121) and Lost Trail 
(HD 103) areas was 31 and 33 
calves per 100 cows, respectively, 

2023 Big Game Hunting Forecast
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Big Game Hunting Forecast

Bull elk. 

Are you ready for hunting season? 
FWP can help. In addition to the fol-
lowing hunting forecast, FWP provides 
online information about hunting access, 
including our popular Block Manage-
ment Program. Through the program, we 
coordinate with landowners to provide 
hunting access to more than 7 million 
acres of private land.

The interactive Hunt Planner map 
allows users to look at information for 
various species, including hunting dis-
tricts and regulations. The hunt planner 
interactive map is a great way to access 
our block management information, so if 
you’re planning a hunt in a certain area, 
you can see if there are Block Manage-
ment Areas available to expand your 
opportunity.

And, as always, you can contact our 
helpful staff at any of our regional offices 
around the state. They’re happy to help 
and can often get you pointed in the right 
direction with just a few simple tips.

Montana has some of the longest 
hunting seasons in the West, healthy herds 
of game and access to millions of acres 
of public land. However, hunters must 
be mindful of fire danger and of private 
landowners who are facing grass short-
ages, poor crop production and fatigue 
from monitoring for fire. Hunter harvest 
helps to reduce wildlife densities on a 
stressed landscape, and perhaps to help 
lessen winter depredation on haystacks or 
winter range. 

Here are a few things hunters can 
do to show respect for private landowners 
during this dry season:

• avoid vehicle use in areas with dry 
grass in the median

• use caution when parking in areas 
with dry vegetation

• report smoke or any signs of fire 
to local officials

• carry a fire extinguisher or water 
to quickly snuff any potential fires.

Destination:
NORTHWEST MONTANA

Northwest Montana experienced a 
mild winter last year, which resulted in 
good adult and fawn survival for white-
tailed deer. Overall numbers should be 
similar or slightly higher than last year. 
There should also be an increase in the 
number of yearling bucks on the land-
scape.  

In 2019, FWP detected chronic 
wasting disease in white-tailed deer, mule 
deer, and moose in the Libby area. Hunt-
ers need to be aware of the Libby CWD 
Management Zone, which includes por-
tions of HDs 100, 103 and 104. Testing 
for CWD is voluntary, and harvested ani-
mals can be checked at the Libby Special 
CWD Hunt Sampling Station (Montana 
Department of Transportation shop on US 

Hwy 2, mile marker 35) during certain 
days of the week. Please check fwp.
mt.gov for details.

This fall, hunters without game will 
be directed to quickly move through FWP 
check stations.

The mild winter resulted in 
increased adult and fawn survival of mule 
deer. Overall numbers should be similar 
last year with an increase in young bucks. 
Hunters are reminded to check the regu-
lations as only antlered bucks may be har-
vested in Region 1 and there are areas in 
HD 103 and HD 109 that require a permit 
to hunt mule deer.  

In areas where surveys were con-
ducted, elk calf recruitment was higher 
than it has been in the last three years. 
Overall, elk numbers should be similar 
to last year. Elk hunting is challenging 
in northwest Montana due to difficult 
terrain, heavily forested areas and densi-
ties relatively lower than other area in 
Montana. Elk distribution will likely 
change from now through the archery 
season. Hunters are advised to do their 
homework and look for areas in the back 
country away from roads and high hunt-
ing pressure.  

This fall, hunters without game will 
be directed to quickly move through FWP 
check stations.

Following decreases in moose 
harvest in Hunting District 105, FWP 
reduced the total number of licenses 
available to 12. Despite these statistics, 

FWP has consistently seen a much higher 
number of moose, including moose with 
calves, during collaring efforts (which 
happen to occur a little later than surveys 
each year). Rather than rely solely on 
survey and harvest data to tell us about 
trends in moose numbers, FWP began 
collaring moose in HD 105 (and in two 
other study areas) in 2013. Thus far, the 
study has revealed that none of the study 
areas’ moose populations are in dire 
straits, and the HD 105 study area has 
high adult cow survival rate.

Overall, black bear numbers appear 
to be steady in northwest Montana. Great 
berry crops this summer and fall could 
mean bears are dispersed, which may 
make them more challenging to find this 
fall. Look for areas with abundant food 
sources like huckleberries, service ber-
ries, choke cherries and mountain ash.  

All successful bear hunters will 
be required to report their bear harvest 
through the FWP Harvest Reporting 
Line 1-877-FWP-WILD (1-877-397-
9453) within 48 hours of harvest. Unlike 
in years past, FWP will not require or 
conduct a carcass inspection, hide seal or 
tooth collection. This fall season, FWP is 
asking successful bear hunters to volun-
tarily submit a bear tooth of harvested 
bears to FWP. The tooth will be sent to 
a laboratory where the age of the bear 
will be determined. FWP biologists use 
this age information, along with the sex 
of the bear, to manage bear populations 
in Montana. For more information, visit 

fwp.mt.gov.

Northwest Montana has abundant 
wolf numbers. Record harvests in the 
2018 and 2019 seasons likely reduced 
numbers to some extent, but overall 
populations are healthy. Wolf license 
costs were reduced for the 2020 season. 
Despite good numbers, wolves can be 
difficult to find and often move long dis-
tances. If hunters want to be successful, 
scouting and understanding wolf behavior 
is important.  

For information on hunting safely 
in grizzly country, please visit igbconline.
org/hunters/.

Destination:
WESTERN MONTANA

Elk aerial surveys in western 
Montana were interrupted by the COVID 
virus this spring. While counts were com-
pleted in the Upper Clark Fork before the 
COVID shutdown, elk counts using air-
craft were not done in the rest of Region 
2. Upper Clark Fork elk were found in 
good numbers, including the reappear-
ances of elk that had been missing in 
the 2019 counts due to the hard winter. 
The mild winter of 2020 contributed to 
a rebound in overwinter calf survival, 
which was observed widely across 
Region 2, whether documented using 
aircraft or in ground surveys conducted in 

See FORECAST, page 3

continued on page 2

Bull elk after shedding his antlers. Photo by John Dowd.

Wednesday, October 18, 2023

Published by the 

by Victoria
Howell

Bitterroot Health 
held a groundbreak-
ing last Wednesday 
for its new medical 
complex that will be 
built just north of 
Stevensville at the 
corner of Kootenai 
Creek Road and 
Hwy 93.

John Bishop, Bit-
terroot Health CEO, 
said that Marcus 
Daly Hospital had 

been providing “quality, 
accessible, personalized 
health care” for 90 years. 
In recent years, they 
have been taking steps to 
invest in all the commu-
nities of the Bitterroot, 
he said, with clinics in 

Darby, Victor and Corvallis, as well as 
Hamilton. 

The new 12-acre campus will 
provide primary, care, urgent care and 
specialty services. Two physicians have 
already been hired, along with a nurse 
practitioner, and two more doctors 
are being recruited. There will also be 

speech, occupa-
tional and physical 
therapy services – 
including a therapy 
pool – plus imaging 
and lab services.

Bishop said 
they hope to have 
the facility open 
by spring of 2023, 
and that they plan 
on continuing to 
expand services. 
“We’re bringing the 
care to the patients,” 
he said.

Lois Hedge-
peth, chair of the 
hospital board, 
said this project 
has been four years 
in the works, but 
there were some 
delays due to the 
pandemic. She said 
their vision is that 
the Stevensville 
facility will be more 

of a “medical center” rather than just a 
clinic. She also said that Marcus Daly 
Hospital, which is a critical access 
hospital, was recently rated #4 in the 
nation for quality by the national rat-
ing agency, out of 351 similar facilities.

by Victoria Howell

At the second regular 
meeting of the two-member 
Stevensville Town Council, on 
January 27, town clerk Jenelle 
Berthoud told the council and 
audience that she was having 
trouble streaming the meet-
ings on the internet. She said 
the former YouTube chan-
nel they had was no longer 
working but they had set up 
a new Facebook page. How-
ever, members of the public 
who had tried to access the 
Facebook page said it was not 
accessible. Berthoud asked 
for patience as she worked 
through the issues.

Jim Crews, former mayor 

and former council member, 
appears to be continuing 
his efforts to teach the new 
council and mayor how local 
government should run. He 
was a frequent commenter 
at council meetings during 
the last administration. In 
public comment, Crews told 
the council that those mak-
ing public comment should 
address the mayor, not the 
audience. He also said, “This 
is not a question and answer” 
session. “It’s public comment.” 
The mayor had said previous-
ly that he would be answering 
questions from the public.

Crews also said that they 
should be prepared for some 
“interesting comments” from 

the public at the next meeting 
when the council considers 
the appointment of two addi-
tional council members. 

“We’ll do our job,” said 
Gibson

Joan Mell, an attorney 
from Hamilton, was rec-
ognized for stepping in 
to handle the prosecution 
caseload of Town Attorney 
Greg Overstreet while he was 
hospitalized, and then recov-
ering, from Covid-19. Mell 
did the work at no charge to 
the town. “I just wanted to 
publicly thank Joan for help-
ing me and helping the town,” 
said Overstreet.
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by Michael Howell

An open house celebration was 
held last week at the Bitter Root 
Humane Association’s (BRHA) new 
animal shelter located on Fairgrounds 
Road in Hamilton. The event served a 
double purpose. It included a ribbon 
cutting ceremony in honor of the new 
facility, including tours of the whole 
building, and an array of food and 
drink in honor of the organization’s 
50th birthday.

The private non-profi t organization 
was fi rst organized in 1972. In 1984, 
Countess Margarite Bessenyey, the 
granddaughter of Marcus Daly, gave 
the BRHA land on Fairgrounds Road 
with a 99-year lease. Six years later, 
in 1990, the Bessenyey estate deeded 
the land to the organization where 
the current shelter is located. The 
new building replaces an old building 

on the property that had housed the 
shelter since 1984. 

Sue McCormack, who serves on 
the organization’s board of directors 

and cut the ribbon at last week’s 
ceremony, said concerning the 
organization’s 50 years of service, “It 
was started by a bunch of little old 
ladies in 1972 and it’s still run by a 
bunch of little old ladies.”

Kathie Butts, President of the 
Board, said, “This organization has 
come such a long way since it was 
started about 50 years ago. I feel a 
huge sense of responsibility to honor 
those who have come before us and 
make it as good as it can be as we set 
the course for the next 50 years.”

McCormack said that the 
organization conducted a successful 
fundraising campaign to fund the new 
construction but then the Covid-19 
pandemic hit and construction costs 
skyrocketed. As a result, the group 
had to take out a mortgage to fi nish

             

Bitter Root Humane Association 
celebrates new shelter, 50th anniversary

by Victoria Howell

When it comes 
to Covid, Greg 
Overstreet has a 
message for you: 
don’t fool around!

Overstreet, 
an attorney in 
private practice in 
Stevensville, was 
diagnosed with 
colon cancer in 
February of 2021. 
He went through 
chemotherapy and 
in late August he was 
told that the cancer 
had been eradicated.

Overstreet had 
surgery on October 
23, 2021 for ostomy 
removal, the fi nal 
treatment in the 
colon cancer journey. 
The day after that 
surgery, he was 
diagnosed with 
COVID-19. 

“I was obviously 
very weakened,” said 
Overstreet. “It hit 

me like a ton of 
bricks.” 

Overstreet was 
sent home from 
the hospital with 
an oxygen tank. 
He was home for 
two or three days. 
During that time, 
his oxygen level 
went down to 51, 
from a normal of 
99. “I jokingly say 
that 51 is brain 
damage material.”

But COVID-19 
was no joke. “It 
got so bad I felt 
like I couldn’t 
breathe, like I 
was being water 
boarded, or what 
I imagine water 
boarding to be 
like,” recalls 
Overstreet. “This 
is when I realized 
that I was not 
taking Covid 
seriously enough. 

Surviving COVID

by Victoria Howell

Jasmin Shinn, founder and 
executive director of 1 Horse 
At A Time Draft Horse Rescue 
facility in Corvallis, got a nice 
boost last week when she was 
presented with a check for $7500 
from representatives of JCCS, an 
accounting fi rm with a branch 
located in Hamilton. Part of the 
selection for awarding that gift 
was online voting and according 
to JCCS branch manager, Andrea 
Simmerman, 1 Horse At A Time 
was one of the top four vote 
getters.

That check followed in the wake 
of a $25,000 gift in November 
from Tractor Supply. 

That sounds like a lot of 
money but, according to Shinn, 
taking care of draft horses is 
an expensive proposition. Last 

year, the facility took in just under 
$240,000 and spent every penny. 
There are no paid employees; it’s an all-
volunteer organization. But Shinn said 
it costs about $200 per month to feed 
these “gentle giants.” Then there are 
veterinary bills, therapy, training, and 
other associated costs to rehabilitate 
these horses. When they’re fi nally ready 
for adoption, most can be driven or 
ridden, and some just become “pasture 
pets.”

1 Horse At A Time was established 
by Shinn in 2018. She’s originally from 
Germany where she grew up around 
horses. She’s always been a horse fan, 
but she is especially passionate about 
draft horses. She and her husband, a 
military retiree, and their two children 
relocated to Montana and bought a 20-
acre farm which Shinn said can support 
about 20 horses. She currently 

Local draft horse rescue thriving

by Victoria Howell

The Cowboy Ball at the Ravalli County 
Fairgrounds will be held February 12th. This is 
the tenth annual event and the way it’s shaping 
up, it’s going to be an event worthy of a jubilee 
celebration.

Rod Freeman is the chair of this year’s 
event. Freeman is also the chair of the Rodeo 
Committee, and the vice chair of the Fair Board, 
which he’s been on for 12 years. A real estate 
agent for 18 years here in the Bitterroot, and also 
in the Army for 21 years, his organizational and 
fundraising skills, and discipline, have been put to 
good use as chair of the Cowboy Ball committee.

Freeman said the committee hopes to raise 
$50,000 this year, for the expansion of the rodeo 
bucking chutes. “They’re just getting old,” he said. 
“They need to be replaced. They’re getting banged 
up. Bucking stock can be hard on metal.”

The 10th annual cowboy ball – which actually 
started 11 years ago but couldn’t be held last year 
due to the pandemic – has been upgraded this 
year. 

“This is the fi rst year we’ve ever done a fully 
catered dinner,” said Freeman. The University 
of Montana Catering Service will provide the 
dinner. Desserts are provided by 4H members. 

Cowboy Ball
scheduled

Presenting a check for $7500 from JCCS to Jasmin Shinn (second from left) of 1 Horse At 
A Time Draft Horse Rescue were, l to r: Levi Clark, CPA, Andrea Simmerman, JCCS Branch 
Manager, and Will Ramsey, CPA. Also pictured is Tiny, the non-pro� t’s mascot and the 
� rst horse that was rescued by 1 Horse At A Time. Photo by Victoria Howell.

Bitterroot Chamber of Commerce Director Al Mitchell holds the group spell-bound as Bit-
ter Root Humane Association Board Member Sue McCormack prepares to cut the ribbon 
celebrating the opening of the new animal shelter in Hamilton. Photo by Michael Howell. 

See SHELTER, page 2

See RESCUE, page 6

See SURVIVING, page 5
Greg Overstreet talks about his recent brush with death due to 
Covid. Photo by Victoria Howell. See COWBOY BALL page 4
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Gold Butterfly project draws some objections

Groundbreaking held for medical center

Stevi to revisit refinancing bonds

John Bishop, pictured fifth from left, leads a gathering of people involved in the 
Bitterroot Health building project in a ceremonial groundbreaking. The facility 
will be built on land located at the corner of Kootenai Creek Road and Hwy 93 
just north of the Stevensville Junction. 

The Town of Stevensville recognized attorney Joan Mell, 
center, for filling in while town attorney Greg Overstreet 
had Covid-19. Pictured with Mell are, l to r, Overstreet, 
Mayor Steve Gibson, council members Cindy Brown and 
Stacie Barker. Photo by Victoria Howell.See STEVI, page 2

by Michael Howell

The deadline closed on 
January 18, for filing objec-
tions to the Draft Supplemen-
tal Environmental Statement 
(Draft SEIS) for the Gold 
Butterfly Project, a Bitterroot 
National Forest project that 
includes nearly 13,000 acres 
of commercial and non-com-
mercial vegetative treatment 
within a 55,000 acre area of 
forest in the Sapphire Moun-
tains east of Corvallis. 

The original proposal was 
withdrawn in August of 2020 
after Friends of the Bitterroot 
and Alliance for the Wild 
Rockies filed suit claiming the 
agency failed to use the best 
available science in managing 
elk habitat and didn’t com-
ply with the definition of old 
growth found in the Bitterroot 

National Forest 1987 Forest 
Plan.

A new record of decision 
was issued on December 17, 
2021 accompanied by a Draft 
SEIS that provides a site-spe-
cific forest plan amendment 
defining old-growth stan-
dards. Some objections to the 
new decision were received 
by the January 18 deadline 
mostly having to do with the 
logging of old growth, poten-
tial impacts to wildlife and to 
Willow Creek Road.

Bitterroot National Forest 
officials have stated that the 
project is designed to improve 
forest resilience to natural 
disturbances like fire, insects 
and disease; reduce sedi-
ment sources in the Willow 
Creek watershed; improve 
bull trout habitat; restore 
habitat including meadows, 

aspen and whitebark pine; 
manage timber to provide 
forest products and jobs; and 
retain old growth status in all 
treatment units. According to 
a Forest Service press release 
about 90% of the proposed 
treatment areas are within an 
area designated for insect and 
disease treatment because of 
dense pockets of dead and dy-
ing trees. They claim the area 
is impacted by mountain pine 
beetle, Douglas-fir bark beetle, 
dwarf mistletoe and western 
spruce budworm damage.

Although in general 
agreement with the proposed 
project, the Ravalli County 
Commissioners expressed 
concern over impacts to 
county owned and maintained 
roads, especially Willow Creek 
Road.

In a letter to the Forest 

the commissioners stated 
that “Ravalli County objects 
to unmitigated impacts to 
county owned/maintained 
roads from heavy equipment 
and logging trucks, mostly, 
but not limited to, the impacts 
to Willow Creek Road. Due to 
resource and financial limita-
tions, Ravalli County would 
not be able to accommodate 
the necessary maintenance 
during the project, nor the 
rehabilitation of the road after 
the project is complete. Ravalli 
County objects to shifting 
financial burden of the project 
to Ravalli County and believe 
it is contrary to current law 
and existing agreements.”
Forest officials also received 
comments from Philip Strobel 
Director of the NEPA Branch 
Office of the Regional Admin-
istrator of the Environmental 

Protection Agency. The letter 
contains recommendations 
concerning the Draft SEIS for 
the Gold Butterfly.  Concern-
ing the scope of the analysis 
the letter quotes the Bitter-
root Forest Plan’s Forest-wide 
Management Wildlife Re-
source Objective to “Maintain 
sufficient old-growth habitat 
on suitable timberland to 
support viable populations 
of old-growth dependent 
species.” The letter notes that 
the Draft SEIS limits the scope 
of its environmental conse-
quences analysis to vegetation, 
the pileated woodpecker and 
pine marten.
“We realize these old growth 
indicator species are listed in 
the Forest Plan, but it is not 
clear whether there are other 

See GOLD, page 5
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RDO Equipment Co. 
8571 Running W. Road

Missoula, MT 59808
406-549-4171

RDOequipment.com

Contact us for all your equipment needs.

Hearts full of love

by Victoria Howell

Dominic Farren-
kopf, activities director 
at Sapphire Lutheran 
Homes in Hamilton, is 
asking the community 
to send his residents a 
little love this Valen-
tine’s Day. 

About four years 
ago, a resident came 
to Farrenkopf to see 

if it would be possible 
to put envelopes on 
all the doors and then 
put valentine cards in 
them. Farrenkopf really 
liked the idea. He asked 
students at schools 
and daycares to make 
special envelopes and 
decorate them for each 
resident. Then people 
could drop off valen-
tines to fill the enve-

lopes.
The project is now 

really popular, and 
growing every year. 

Last year the enve-
lopes were so full they 
had to be emptied more 
than once.

Spreading love

DUI Task 
Force, MAPS 
to partner on 
special video
by Michael Howell

Last week the Ravalli County Commissioners ap-
proved adoption of a memorandum of understand-
ing with the Ravalli County DUI Task Force and 
MAPS Media Institute to produce a video designed 
to help parents keep tabs on their children’s behav-
ior. 

The DUI Task Force approved the creation of 
a Mischief Room last May and the commissioners 
signed off on it. The project involved the creation of 
a set of easily accessible items that had secret hiding 
compartments where someone could stash some 
drugs or hide a small flask of whiskey. The aim was 
to provide parents a learning opportunity to see the 
various ways in which any young person can hide 
their substance use from casual inspections. 

Glenda Wiles, Director of the DUI Task Force, 
said what she tells parents is, “If you don’t look, 
then you don’t see. If you don’t see, then you don’t 

Halfway 
through fiscal 
year, county 
budget
looking good
by Michael Howell

Halfway through 
the budget year, the 
county’s performance 
is looking pretty good, 
according to Ravalli 
County CFO Klarryse 

Murphy. She led the 
commissioners through 
a lengthy fund by fund 
accounting that, to sum 
it up, shows the county, 
overall, doing very well 
on its tax collections and 
showing revenues over 
50% of projections in 
most departments while 
expenses have only 
amounted to 23% of 
projections due in large 
part to job vacancies 
that have yet to be filled. 
One big savings was in 
the budgeted funds for 
the county’s share in 

County budget 
on track

Eagles in winter

Numerous Bald Eagles have been congregating in the Burnt Fork area lately to feed on carcasses. Photos 
by Michael Howell.

See DUI, page 10

See COUNTY, page 10

See VALENTINES, page 10
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by Victoria Howell

The Stevensville Town Coun-
cil was split on whether to accept 
a small piece of park land near the 
Stevensville bridge, an item that was 
considered at the March 24th council 
meeting. The land ownership will now 
revert to the county. The 1.52-acre 
piece, which is located adjacent to the 
Bitterroot River on the northwest side 
of the bridge, was offered to the Town 
in 2017 by Ravalli County for use as a 
potential river access site. 

During the tenure of former 
mayor Jim Crews, the owner of land 
at the river on the northeast side had 
attempted to shut off river access on 

his property which would in effect 
shut off access to Stevensville River 
Park, a 20-acre park on the east bank 
just to the north of the private piece of 
property. Crews contacted the county 
and negotiated the donation of the 
land on the west, securing potential 
river access pending the outcome of 
the access dispute.

Council member Marilyn Wolff 
said she had a real problem with 
this piece of land. “It’s where two 
roads converge, the bank is incredi-
bly steep… I think there are liability 
issues… It is the fastest part of the 
channel and the deepest part of the 
channel. If you were to develop that 
for fishing, I would also see a problem 

with the highway, which is a state 
highway, because now you’re going to 
have two accesses for trucks pulling 
boats, and you’ve just come out of the 
Stevi Wye at 45 miles per hour - there 
are going to be accidents there.”

Mayor Steve Gibson said he didn’t 
see what use the land is to the town. “I 
only see a liability,” said Gibson.

Michaelson said he looked up the 
old minutes and found that the land 
was donated on the condition that 
it would be maintained and utilized 
for recreational purposes within five 
years.

Vickie Motley, park board mem-
ber, said that nothing had been done 
because the access problem had been 

addressed when the private land was 
sold to a new owner and Fish, Wildlife 
and Parks got involved. The once-pri-
vate piece now belongs to the state 
and is a developed fishing access site.

“But I think it’s [the piece on the 
west] still a viable piece of land for the 
city to have, whether or not you put 
money into developing it,” said Mot-
ley. “There are so many cars out there, 
I think it can be used for parking. But 
looking long term, if you have prop-
erty on the west side of the river, then 
you have access to potentially consol-
idate highway property into the Town 
of Stevensville. I think It’s something 

Stevi to return park land to county

by Victoria Howell

It’s been a long time 
coming, but the new Three 
Mile Community Center is up 
and running. Located at 4433 
Sunnyside Cemetery Road, 
the center is on the east side 
of Lone Rock Park. The build-
ing contains a large meeting 
room, a warming kitchen, a 
state-of-the-art audio visual 
system, and a gorgeous view 
of the Bitterroot Mountains to 
the west. 

The building is now home 
to the senior center and the 
Weekend Backpack Program 
that serves Lone Rock School. 
The surrounding park con-
tains soccer and baseball 
fields, tennis and volleyball 
courts, a walking path, a play-
ground and a covered picnic 

shelter. 
According 

to Colleen 
Schmiedeke, 
who serves on 
both the park 
board and the 
community 
center board, 
they started 
working on 
this in 2012 
and incorpo-
rated in 2014. 
She said the 
total cost is 
approximate-
ly $500,000. 
When 
Schmiedeke 
“got really 
involved,” the 
group had 
raised about 

$140,000. 
The park 
board made 
the decision 
to take out a 
loan to finish 
the project. 
She said they 
worked with 
Farmers State 
Bank to keep 
their loan 
payments 
reasonable.  
Those pay-
ments come 
out of park 
taxes that are 
already being 
assessed, 
Schmiedeke 
is proud that 
they didn’t 
have to run 

a levy, so this won’t have any 
additional impact on people’s 
property taxes. 

In addition to the loan, the 
project was paid for by the 
Three Mile Community Senior 
Center (the official name) 
which raised over $80,000 
through community picnics, 
rummage sales, bingo nights 
and donations from commu-
nity members. Other major 
contributors were the Three 
Mile Fire District, the Lone 
Rock Park and the Rapp Fam-
ily Foundation.

Schmiedeke said there 
were many volunteers who 
helped on the project, and 
TMCSC received reduced 
prices from contractors. The 
general contractor donated la-

Three Mile Community Center open

by Nathan Boddy

Christine Staub, a driving 
force at the Boxxe Shoppe at 
901 S. 1st Street, was recently 
presented with a Certificate of 
Appreciation by Mayor Domi-
nic Farrenkopf and Hamilton 
Police Chief Stephen Snavely. 
In his presentation to the City 
Council on March 15th, Chief 
Snavely said that he wants the 
Hamilton Police Department 
to “become more vocal about 
the good things that happen 
within the community.” Shar-
ing his department’s experi-
ence with Ms. Staub was one 
such opportunity.

In early March, a custom-
er came to the Boxxe Shoppe 
intending to send a package 
via FedEx. 
The customer 
seemed con-
fused and un-
familiar with 
the process, 
and Staub 
became sus-
picious when 
considering 
the custom-
er’s age and 
the particular 
details of the 
transaction. 
Unfortunate-
ly, it was not 
Staub’s first 
time having 
encountered 
such cir-

cumstances, having 
encountered people 
falling victim to mail 
fraud in the past.

As a certified ship-
ping depot for FedEx, 
the Boxxe Shoppe 
is legally justified to 
open a package which 
bears its shipping 
label. After following 
protocol, and doing 
so in the presence of 
a witness, Staub was 
able to uncover the 
unfortunate contents 
of the package: nearly 
$16,000 in cash, 
which the customer 
was unwittingly send-
ing to a scammer in 
Chicago, Illinois.

Over the 
course of her 
decade with 
the Boxxe 
Shoppe, Staub 
has now 
recovered 
approximately 
$60,000 in 
cash, all of 
which was 
being fraudu-
lently de-
manded from 
senior citizen 
members of 
the commu-
nity. Staub is 

familiar with the profile of the 
potential victims, but wishes 
that others within the commu-
nity would help her look out 
for their safety. At least one 
of the potential victims she 
aided was a resident at a local 
extended nursing facility and 
had to be provided with a ride 
to the bank as well as to the 
Boxxe Shoppe.

“It’s common sense to me,” 
she says, pointing out that red 
flags abound when seniors are 
being scammed. “If a person 
is 80 years old, and all of a 
sudden they’re coming into the 
bank to withdraw $15,000, it 
makes my ‘spidy’ sense tingle.” 

She adds that the 
most important 
way to combat such 
abuse is for people 
to ask questions 
and start the con-
versation with those 
you know and love.

Staub doesn’t 
know the details 
of what potential 
victims are told, but 
she knows that they 
are, “often coached 
to say they are ship-
ping legal papers or 
paperwork.” Other 
common tactics for 
scammers include 
claiming to rep-
resent the IRS or 
Social Security 
Administration. 
Sometimes they 
will tell their 

victims that a loved one has 
landed in jail, or that a prize 
has been won, but a fee needs 
to be paid for release of the 
funds. The scammers will 
commonly use a legitimate 
address, but will be ready to 
grab the package from a porch 
or front door when it arrives.

“They always direct the 
victim to send it, ‘no signature 
required,’” she adds.

The Bank Secrecy Act 
of 1970 requires banks to 
keep track of withdrawals of 
$10,000 or more in order 

Scammers thwarted, vigilance recognized

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM IN THE
SOUTHGATE MALL

•FREE ESTIMATES IN THE BITTERROOT VALLEY•YOURHOMEIMPROVEMENTCO.COM 493-0051

The Boxxe Shoppe’s new location 
at 901 S. 1st Street in Hamilton. 
Photo by Nathan Boddy.

Christine Staub of the Boxxe Shoppe. Photo by Na-
than Boddy.

See SCAMMERS, page 2

The Bitterroot Na-
tional Forest (BNF) will 
host a public meeting 
this Wednesday, March 
30th from 6 to 8 p.m. 
to share information 
regarding the develop-
ment of a draft forest 
Climbing Management 
Plan (CMP).  The virtual 
meeting will be held on 
Zoom.  See below for 
instructions and a link 
to join the meeting.  Five 
similar public meetings 
(virtual) were held in 
2021.         

In addition to the 
opportunity to learn 
about and participate in 
the process of develop-
ing a climbing plan, this 
week’s meeting will cov-
er the following agenda 
topics:     

 • Review overall 
objectives and desired 
outcomes of the public 
conversations   

• Provide an update 

Public 
meeting
on BNF
Climbing
Plan

Three Mile Community Senior Center board members, l to r, Col-
leen Schmiedeke, Joyce Pando and Wendy Audiss in front of the 
new community center at Lone Rock Park. Photo by V. Howell. See CENTER, page 3

See PLAN, page 2
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UM News Service

Filmed in and around the Bitterroot 
Valley of Montana, the fourth season of 
the hit television series “Yellowstone” 
brought more than $70 million in addi-
tional spending to the state, according 
to a study conducted by the University 
of Montana Bureau of Business and 
Economic Research.

The study found that because of 
“Yellowstone,” the Paramount global 
hit TV series starring Kevin Costner, 
there were:

• 527 permanent jobs in the state, 
not including the 624 Montana res-
idents who were employed during 
filming as extras.

• $25.3 million in annual personal 
income for Montana households.

• $85.8 million in additional gross 
receipts for Montana businesses and 
non-business organizations.

 Additionally, annual revenues of 
state government were higher by $10.6 
million, according to BBER Director 
Patrick Barkey.

 “The production activities of 
‘Yellowstone’ season four in Montana 
supported jobs and income well in 
excess of its own economic footprint, 
making Montana’s economy larger 
and more prosperous than it otherwise 
would have been,” Barkey said. “The 
high-paying nature of the produc-
tion-related jobs, and the considerable 
demand for locally produced goods and 
services, are the main reasons why the 
economic impacts were so sizable.” 

The report found that Montana has 

experienced growth in television and 
film in the last 10 years, with 122 pro-
ductions filmed in 2019. Some of those 
films qualified for tax credit. More than 
30 states, including Montana, current-
ly offer some form of tax credit, often 
transferrable, to studios in return for 
locating activities within their states.

The BBER study on “Yellowstone” 
was sponsored by the MEDIA Coalition 
of Montana and Paramount.

“We felt it was important to have 
accurate data as to the impacts of the 
media industry in Montana,” said Steve 
Grover, CEO of Montana Studios and 
co-founder of the MEDIA Coalition of 
Montana.

During five months of filming in 
western Montana, the studio’s signif-
icant spending on everything from 

lodging and rental cars to veterinary 
and animal services benefitted a broad 
spectrum of Montana businesses. “The 
business we got from ‘Yellowstone’ re-
ally helped our bottom line,” said Lynn-
Wood Fields, owner of the Montana 
Media Center, a locally based services 
provider.

Barkey said economic gains should 
continue if Montana becomes a more 
regular site for large-scale film produc-
tions with a similar scale and scope to 
“Yellowstone.”

To view the full study findings, visit 
the Bureau of Business and Econom-
ic Research website at www.bber.
umt.edu. Based in the UM College of 
Business, BBER was founded in 1948 
to monitor Montana’s economic and 
business conditions.

Report: ‘Yellowstone’ injects $70 million into state economy

Women wanted 
for August
retreat
by Victoria Howell 

Peg Miskin, coordinator 
of the Western Montana 
program of the non-profit 
Casting for Recovery, will 
be holding her 12th retreat 
August 26-28. She’s looking 
for women who are currently 
experiencing breast cancer, 
or who have previously made 
that journey, to sign up for 
the two-and-a-half-day pro-
gram. Casting for Recovery is 
free, women just have to get 
there. Food, lodging, guiding, 
even the fishing equipment, 
is free of charge.

Miskin launched the 
Northern California program 
as a volunteer and headed 
two annual retreats there for 
seven years. She moved to 
Hamilton 10 years ago. She 
was with the National Office 
of CfR for 11 years, as Na-
tional Program Director and 
more recently heading CfR’s 
only national fundraiser, the 
Cast One for Hope, which 
ran for nine years in Hamil-
ton. Miskin retired from the 
national office in 2021, which 
was the last year for the Cast 

One for Hope event. 
Miskin said the Casting 

for Recovery program in 
Montana, which she started 
in 2011, was going strong in 
2020 when Covid hit. She 
said they had to shut down 
all of the retreats. 55 retreats 
were canceled.

This is the 26th year 
nationally. The program was 
started by a breast recon-
structive surgeon who was 
married to a professional fly 
fisher. He realized that cast-
ing a fly rod could be good 
for breast muscle rehabilita-
tion.

“Since then we’ve discov-
ered that these women (who 
go through breast cancer) 
have PTSD,” said Miskin. 
“Their number one fear is 
reccurence.”

Miskin said the program 
is open to all ages and all 
stages of breast cancer, from 
newly diagnosed to 10 years 
past their last treatment. She 
said that younger women 
seem to be more concerned 
about body image. Older 
women have a tendency to 
say, “I don’t care about that.” 

“Just talking together and 
being together makes a dif-
ference and even influences 
their decisions,” said Miskin.

“For us, fly fishing is 

by Michael Howell

At a meeting that drew a roomful 
of concerned citizens last Friday, the 
Ravalli County Commissioners agreed 
to send a letter to the Montana Sec-
retary of State requesting that Ravalli 
County be given the authority to do 
post-election audits of local elections.

Commissioner Jeff Burrows said 
that after hearing concerns expressed 
by several people regarding the 
election results and the accuracy of 
election voting machines, he began 
looking into the law. He said that ac-
cording to County Clerk and Recorder 
Regina Plettenberg, who also serves as 
the official Election Administrator, the 

current process is that ballots go into 
the counting machine and preliminary 
numbers are produced. The ballots are 
then sealed, and an audit is conducted 
under the authority of the Secretary of 
State. It is a process of rolling dice to 
randomly select one federal race, one 
statewide race, one legislative race and 
one initiative, if there should be one 
on the ballot.

Burrows said that he was surprised 
to learn that there was no audit of 
any local races being conducted. One 
option suggested by Plettenberg was 
to have the county do an audit of local 
elections at the same time. He said 
after finally responding to his question 
about a local audit, the Secretary of 

State’s office said that it doesn’t seem 
to comply with election statutes.

Deputy County Attorney Clay 
Leland said that the power to conduct 
election audits is given by statute to 
the Secretary of State and Plettenberg 
in her capacity as Election Adminis-
trator. He said that the County does 
not appear to have any explicit author-
ity to conduct its own election audit. 
He said the county is a general powers 
county and does not have any author-
ity that is not explicitly granted or 
implied by a legal statute. While there 
might be some chance that power for 
the county to conduct a local audit 
is implied in the law, and the state, 
through a rule change, could allow it, 

the most direct and possibly quickest 
route would be through the legislature 
to seek a change in the law. 

Burrows also noted that the cur-
rent contract with ES&S to run the 
election machines which was exe-
cuted in 2015 prohibits the county 
from knowing the source code of the 
software being used to count the votes. 
He said there is public concern over 
the fact that the county has no control 
over the machines or the certification 
of the numbers.

Plettenberg said that the county 
had been working with ES&S since the 
1980’s. She said that every election 

County asks for authority to audit elections

Casting for Recovery

Stevensville Public 
Schools will host a com-
munity “grand re-open-
ing” for Stevensville K-3 
and Stevensville High 
School buildings on 
Thursday, April 28 from 
4 to 7 p.m. 

These buildings have 
been remodeled and ex-
panded with some new 
construction for the past 
24 months. Construction 
has included renova-
tions to fire systems 
to include sprinklers, 
computer network infra-
structure, lighting, new 
classrooms, remodels to 
existing rooms, connec-
tions between buildings, 
and many other fea-
tures.

School district trust-
ees, staff, and repre-
sentatives from MMW 
Architects and Quality 
Construction will be on 
hand to welcome the 
community to view the 
work that is nearing 
completion. Walking 
tours will be available.

Stevi 
schools
to hold
remodel
event

See RECOVERY, page 4
Peg Miskin, coordinator of the Casting for Recovery program in West-
ern Montana, believes in the rejuvenating power of being out in nature. 

See AUDIT, page 5

Are you ready for hunting sea-
son? FWP can help. In addition 
to the following hunting forecast, 
FWP provides online information 
about hunting access, including 
our popular Block Management 
Program, which provides hunt-
ing access to more than 7 million 
acres of private land.

FWP’s interactive Hunt Plan-
ner is a mapping tool that allows 
users to look at information for 
various species, including hunt-
ing districts and regulations. The 
hunt planner interactive map is 
a great way to access our block 
management information. If 
you’re planning a hunt in a certain 
region of the state, you can see 
if there are Block Management 
Areas available to expand your 
opportunity.

Remember, regulations may 
change a bit from year to year 
depending on hunting district. 
Double check the regulations to be 
sure.

FWP’s Hunter FAQ is another 
great resource to help you prepare 
to go out into the field.

And, as always, you can contact 
FWP’s  helpful staff at any of their 
regional offices around the state. 
They’re happy to help and can often 
get you pointed in the right direc-
tion with just a few simple tips.

NORTHWEST MONTANA
Big game recruitment in north-

west Montana varied after last 

winter, particularly for white-tailed 
deer. Snow conditions were highly 
variable with an early snow and 
hardpack conditions persisting 
through much of the winter.

Big game check stations will 
be open in Region 1 on weekends 
during the general season — High-
way 2 west of Kalispell, Highway 
83 north of Swan Lake, Highway 
200 on the west end of Thompson 
Falls, and Highway 93 near Olney. 
The Canoe Gulch check station near 
Libby is no longer in opera-
tion and has been replaced 
by the Libby CWD sampling 

station located on the south end of 
Libby (mile marker 35 on Highway 
2). Hunters are required to stop at 
game check stations but stopping at 
the Libby CWD sampling station is 
voluntary.

In recent years, FWP has de-
tected CWD in white-tailed deer, 
mule deer and moose in the Libby 
area. Hunters need to be aware of 
the Libby CWD Management Zone 
(MZ) and its boundaries, which in-
cludes portions of HDs 100, 103 and 

104. In 2020, a single CWD-positive 
whitetail buck was detected outside 
the MZ near the Thompson Chain 
of Lakes, and another CWD-positive 
was discovered outside the MZ in 
2021.

Testing for CWD is voluntary 
and hunters wishing to have har-
vested deer, elk and moose tested 
can submit samples themselves, vis-
it the Libby CWD Sampling Station 
(Montana Department of Transpor-
tation shop on U.S. Highway 2, mile 
marker 35) on weekends during 
the general season, or stop by the 
Region 1 Headquarters in Kalispell 
(490 North Meridian) during busi-
ness hours Monday through Friday. 
FWP staff’s ability to collect sam-
ples at game check stations will be 
limited and will occur only if it can 
be done safely and check stations 
are not busy. Hunters are encour-
aged to submit samples for testing, 
particularly in the Libby CWD MZ, 
so FWP can better assess the status 
of CWD in northwest Montana. 
Visit fwp.mt.gov/conservation/
chronic-wasting-disease. 

Elk
Calf survival in the Thomp-

son Falls (HD 121) and Lost Trail 
(HD 103) areas was 31 and 33 
calves per 100 cows, respectively, 
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Bull elk. 

Are you ready for hunting season? 
FWP can help. In addition to the fol-
lowing hunting forecast, FWP provides 
online information about hunting access, 
including our popular Block Manage-
ment Program. Through the program, we 
coordinate with landowners to provide 
hunting access to more than 7 million 
acres of private land.

The interactive Hunt Planner map 
allows users to look at information for 
various species, including hunting dis-
tricts and regulations. The hunt planner 
interactive map is a great way to access 
our block management information, so if 
you’re planning a hunt in a certain area, 
you can see if there are Block Manage-
ment Areas available to expand your 
opportunity.

And, as always, you can contact our 
helpful staff at any of our regional offices 
around the state. They’re happy to help 
and can often get you pointed in the right 
direction with just a few simple tips.

Montana has some of the longest 
hunting seasons in the West, healthy herds 
of game and access to millions of acres 
of public land. However, hunters must 
be mindful of fire danger and of private 
landowners who are facing grass short-
ages, poor crop production and fatigue 
from monitoring for fire. Hunter harvest 
helps to reduce wildlife densities on a 
stressed landscape, and perhaps to help 
lessen winter depredation on haystacks or 
winter range. 

Here are a few things hunters can 
do to show respect for private landowners 
during this dry season:

• avoid vehicle use in areas with dry 
grass in the median

• use caution when parking in areas 
with dry vegetation

• report smoke or any signs of fire 
to local officials

• carry a fire extinguisher or water 
to quickly snuff any potential fires.

Destination:
NORTHWEST MONTANA

Northwest Montana experienced a 
mild winter last year, which resulted in 
good adult and fawn survival for white-
tailed deer. Overall numbers should be 
similar or slightly higher than last year. 
There should also be an increase in the 
number of yearling bucks on the land-
scape.  

In 2019, FWP detected chronic 
wasting disease in white-tailed deer, mule 
deer, and moose in the Libby area. Hunt-
ers need to be aware of the Libby CWD 
Management Zone, which includes por-
tions of HDs 100, 103 and 104. Testing 
for CWD is voluntary, and harvested ani-
mals can be checked at the Libby Special 
CWD Hunt Sampling Station (Montana 
Department of Transportation shop on US 

Hwy 2, mile marker 35) during certain 
days of the week. Please check fwp.
mt.gov for details.

This fall, hunters without game will 
be directed to quickly move through FWP 
check stations.

The mild winter resulted in 
increased adult and fawn survival of mule 
deer. Overall numbers should be similar 
last year with an increase in young bucks. 
Hunters are reminded to check the regu-
lations as only antlered bucks may be har-
vested in Region 1 and there are areas in 
HD 103 and HD 109 that require a permit 
to hunt mule deer.  

In areas where surveys were con-
ducted, elk calf recruitment was higher 
than it has been in the last three years. 
Overall, elk numbers should be similar 
to last year. Elk hunting is challenging 
in northwest Montana due to difficult 
terrain, heavily forested areas and densi-
ties relatively lower than other area in 
Montana. Elk distribution will likely 
change from now through the archery 
season. Hunters are advised to do their 
homework and look for areas in the back 
country away from roads and high hunt-
ing pressure.  

This fall, hunters without game will 
be directed to quickly move through FWP 
check stations.

Following decreases in moose 
harvest in Hunting District 105, FWP 
reduced the total number of licenses 
available to 12. Despite these statistics, 

FWP has consistently seen a much higher 
number of moose, including moose with 
calves, during collaring efforts (which 
happen to occur a little later than surveys 
each year). Rather than rely solely on 
survey and harvest data to tell us about 
trends in moose numbers, FWP began 
collaring moose in HD 105 (and in two 
other study areas) in 2013. Thus far, the 
study has revealed that none of the study 
areas’ moose populations are in dire 
straits, and the HD 105 study area has 
high adult cow survival rate.

Overall, black bear numbers appear 
to be steady in northwest Montana. Great 
berry crops this summer and fall could 
mean bears are dispersed, which may 
make them more challenging to find this 
fall. Look for areas with abundant food 
sources like huckleberries, service ber-
ries, choke cherries and mountain ash.  

All successful bear hunters will 
be required to report their bear harvest 
through the FWP Harvest Reporting 
Line 1-877-FWP-WILD (1-877-397-
9453) within 48 hours of harvest. Unlike 
in years past, FWP will not require or 
conduct a carcass inspection, hide seal or 
tooth collection. This fall season, FWP is 
asking successful bear hunters to volun-
tarily submit a bear tooth of harvested 
bears to FWP. The tooth will be sent to 
a laboratory where the age of the bear 
will be determined. FWP biologists use 
this age information, along with the sex 
of the bear, to manage bear populations 
in Montana. For more information, visit 

fwp.mt.gov.

Northwest Montana has abundant 
wolf numbers. Record harvests in the 
2018 and 2019 seasons likely reduced 
numbers to some extent, but overall 
populations are healthy. Wolf license 
costs were reduced for the 2020 season. 
Despite good numbers, wolves can be 
difficult to find and often move long dis-
tances. If hunters want to be successful, 
scouting and understanding wolf behavior 
is important.  

For information on hunting safely 
in grizzly country, please visit igbconline.
org/hunters/.

Destination:
WESTERN MONTANA

Elk aerial surveys in western 
Montana were interrupted by the COVID 
virus this spring. While counts were com-
pleted in the Upper Clark Fork before the 
COVID shutdown, elk counts using air-
craft were not done in the rest of Region 
2. Upper Clark Fork elk were found in 
good numbers, including the reappear-
ances of elk that had been missing in 
the 2019 counts due to the hard winter. 
The mild winter of 2020 contributed to 
a rebound in overwinter calf survival, 
which was observed widely across 
Region 2, whether documented using 
aircraft or in ground surveys conducted in 

See FORECAST, page 3

continued on page 2

Bull elk after shedding his antlers. Photo by John Dowd.
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Spurgin Road) during business 
hours, Monday – Friday, 8 a.m.-5 
p.m., during the general hunting 
season.

Fire activity has been moderate 
as of late August, with fire restric-
tions in place in some Region 2 
counties. Hunters may encounter 
BMA closures or restrictions due 
to high fire danger in some areas. 
Hunters should check fire restric-
tions and closures before heading 
into the field: mtfireinfo.org.

For more detailed information 
on antelope, deer and elk num-
bers and hunting opportunities 
in western Montana, check out 
past editions of the FWP Region 2 
Wildlife Bulletin, available online 
at fwp.mt.gov/r2-wildlife-quarter-
lies.

Elk
Some hunting season chang-

es for 2026 include a new bull 
permit (250-26) in HD 250 only 
valid during rifle season (quota 
= 45), an extension of the 262-
01 B license to Jan. 8 in HD 262, 
increased quotas for elk B 210-03 
(500) and 211-00 (150), and an 
added restriction to elk B 201-01: 
“not valid in Mineral County.”

There are some early-season 
antlerless hunting opportunities 
on private lands in several HDs in 

the Blackfoot, 
Upper Clark 
Fork and Bit-
terroot. Late 
season antler-
less opportu-
nities are also 
available in 
some districts. 
Hunters that 
hold these 
licenses are 
encouraged 
to reach out 
to private 
landowners 
early to secure 
access.

In 2026, 
biologists sur-
veyed all HDs 
in the Upper Clark Fork during 
the winter. Aerial survey condi-
tions were good despite the mild 
conditions and little snow. All 
HDs were within or above objec-
tive. The elk counts (3,015 elk) in 
the Philipsburg Valley (HDs 210S, 
211, 212 and 216) and HD 291 
have all shown increasing popula-
tion trends in recent years. Survey 
data for HD 293 also suggests 
an increasing population trend 
within the area while HD 215 re-
mained relatively stable. HDs 213 
and 217 showed modest declines 

from the previous survey, but both 
remain substantially above their 
long-term averages and continue 
to support robust elk populations. 
Calf production remained gener-
ally good across the Upper Clark 
Fork and will likely fuel continued 
population growth. Bull counts 
were lower than normal this year, 
but the mild conditions allowed 
bulls to be distributed more wide-
ly, and therefore they were more 
difficult to find and count. Still, 
every HD continues to meet man-
agement objectives.

In the Bitterroot Valley, 
biologists surveyed all HDs in 
the spring, and all were with-
in or above objective. HD 270 
(West Fork) recorded the sec-
ond highest elk count ever, with 
bull:cow ratios at 17:100 and 
calf:cow ratios at 32:100. The 
Eightmile-Turah herd in HD 
204 continues to be over objec-
tive and river bottom herds in 
HD 260 continue to grow. The 
Stevensville (Bell Crossing) herd 
jumped from 120 to 205 elk, 
creating increased game damage 
conflicts and risks to motorists 
where elk frequently cross the 
highway.

In HD 201 west of Missoula, 
spring elk counts also indicate 

an upward trending population 
with this year’s count (2,355 elk) 
in comparison to the previous 
year’s count in 2024 and still with-
in population objective. In the 
Blackfoot Valley, elk counts in HD 
282 (Blackfoot-Clearwater Wild-
life Management Area [WMA]) 
have also been trending upward 
over the last two years.

Elk distribution on private land 
in the valleys remains consistent, 
hunters interested in hunting 
these areas must obtain landown-
er permission prior to hunting. 
Additionally, many private lands 
within the region are enrolled in 
the Block Management Program 
(BMA). Access maps and the full 
guide to private lands enrolled 
in Block Management including 
rules and contact information are 
available online at Block Manage-
ment Guides and Maps.

Mule Deer
Opportunities to hunt mule 

deer are somewhat limited in 
western Montana. Several districts 
require a permit to harvest a buck, 
awarded through the statewide 
application process that happened 
earlier this year. For the third 
season, several hunting districts 
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Black and white!!

continued on page 7

continued from page 1

Mule deer bucks. Photo by John Dowd.

Bull elk near Moise. Photo by John Dowd.
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Above, certain areas of the state are designated as Priority Sampling Areas where FWP is making a concerted effort to gather more samples. Priority Sampling Areas can 
fall into two groups 1) places where the FWP have not yet detected CWD where we conduct surveillance and 2) places where CWD has been detected where the FWP mon-
itors to estimate the CWD prevalence. Especially in any Priority Sampling Areas, hunters are asked to voluntarily submit a sample from their animal. CWD photos/graphics 
courtesy of Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks. 

CWD: growing problem in western Montana
Have a plan for CWD before you head out in the 

field this hunting season.

Research your planned hunting location 
• Check FWP’s CWD Priority Sampling Areas or 

the Hunt Planner Map to see if your hunt location is 
in a CWD priority sampling area or a CWD positive 
hunting district. CWD testing is strongly encour-
aged in these areas

• Have a plan for taking a sample 
• If you plan to take a sample yourself: 
• Watch the CWD sampling video and download 

the CWD Sampling and Submission Guide
• Pack sampling tools including disposable 

gloves, field knife or scalpel, tweezers or pliers, and 
a small sealable bag for storing the samples

• Plan to drop off your sample at a CWD Sam-
pling Station or follow instructions for mailing 
in your sample following the CWD Sampling and 
Submission Guide

• If you would like to have FWP take a sample: 
• Find the location of the closest CWD Sampling 

Station
• Plan to bring in the entire animal or head -- we 

cannot sample frozen heads, and there must be 2-3 

inches of the neck on the head for sampling

Have a plan for carcass management  
• Planning to field dress your animal? Leave 

carcass parts at the kill site when possible  
• Planning to transport the animal for butcher-

ing and processing? Bag remaining carcass parts 
and dispose of in a Class II landfill – find a location  

If your animal tests positive 
• The Centers for Disease Control and Preven-

tion recommends that you do not eat the meat
• With a CWD suspect or positive test result, 

FWP authorizes the disposal of the meat. Dispose 
of all carcass waste (meat, bones, trimmings, hide, 
etc.) in a landfill

• If you have already sent your animal to a 
commercial processor or donated it to a foodbank, 
contact the FWP Wildlife Health Lab at: 406-577-
7883, 406-577-7895, or 406-577-7881 

• If you choose not to consume the meat and 
wish to request a new license for this year or next 
year, call your local FWP Regional Office or the 
Licensing Call Center (406-444-2950) to coordinate 
the next steps. You will have to properly dispose 

of all remaining parts in a landfill, and turn in any 
antlers associated with your harvest, if you request 
a replacement license.

Submitting samples
Hunters in Montana can have their deer, elk, 

or moose tested for chronic wasting disease with 
the help of Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks. FWP is 
paying for the testing of samples. CWD sampling is 
voluntary. In Priority Surveillance Areas, sampling 
is strongly encouraged to help FWP gather addi-
tional data to inform management.

Hunters can either take the samples themselves, 
fill out the online hunter submission form and 
mail them to our Wildlife Health Lab in Bozeman, 
or they can bring the animal (or head) to an FWP 
regional office or CWD Sampling Station. Hunters 
who visit a regional office should be prepared to 
experience wait times during busy hours. Check 
with your regional office for optimal times, but in 
general regional offices will be able to take samples 
during normal business hours. Outside of the gen-
eral deer and elk season, please call your regional 
office ahead of time to schedule a time to have your 
animal sampled.
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Hunters, 
We’re open early. 

Stop by for a home cooked breakfast 
& a hot cup of coffee 
before you head out! 

500 S. First, Hamilton • 363-3822

Have a Happy Turkey Day From 
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allow mule deer buck har-
vest on the general license 
for the first three weeks of 
the general season only, so 
hunters are encouraged to 
read the regulations closely. 
The three-week season ap-
plies to HDs 204, 212, 213, 
214, 215, 217, 240 and 292.

Overall, mule deer 
numbers in the region are 
down from historic levels 
but have shown evidence 
of trending upward in the 
last few years. This year, 
biologists reported high 
fawn recruitment in several 
survey areas in the Upper 
and Lower Clark Fork and 
Bitterroot Valley. Fawn 
recruitment in HD 270 in 
the Bitterroot Valley was 
52 fawns per 100 adults, a 
31 percent increase from 
the previous year. Across 
the region, several districts 
are showing an increasing 
trend in buck harvest, a 
positive indicator for more 
widespread mule deer pop-
ulation growth across the 
region. Hunters should ex-
pect conditions and success 
to be similar or better than 
2025. Mule deer hunters should 
plan to go high in the mountains 
for the best opportunity for bigger 
bucks. 

White-tailed Deer
White-tailed deer numbers 

are generally stable to increasing 
across the region. Region 2 con-
tinues to be a popular place to 
hunt white-tailed deer in Mon-
tana, contributing an average of 
15 percent of the statewide harvest 
since 2004. Antlered harvest was 
above the long-term (20-year) 
average in 2025. Most harvest in 
Region 2 usually occurs in HDs 
201, 202, 240, 260 and 285. Mild 
conditions during the 2025-
26 winter led to early green-up 
conditions. Biologists conducted 

ground-based green-up surveys 
in April in HDs 201, 202, 285 
and 292. Although fawn:adult 
ratios were lower than the pre-
vious year, overall recruitment 
and harvest trends point to a 
stable or increasing population 
in most of the region.

Some new opportunities for 
the 2026 season include a new 
B-license in HD 211 (quota – 
25), and an either-sex opportu-
nity the first week of the season 
on the general license in HDs 
281, 285, 292, 293, and 298.

Following the December 2025 
commission meeting, the cap 
on the number of deer licenses 
individual residents may hold 
in a license year have been 
reduced from seven to three for 
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White-tailed deer buck. Photo by John Dowd.
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the 2026-2027 license years. The 
total of three may be represented 

by a general A license 
and two B licenses or 
three B licenses. This 
cap does not apply to 
deer licenses made 
available outside the 
fall hunting season 
during game damage 
hunts.

Overall, hunters 
should expect good 
hunting conditions 
and success to be 
average or above 
average this fall. As 
with other big game, 
the best opportunity 
will be away from 
roads and motorized 
access.

For more infor-
mation on Region 
2’s white-tailed deer 
harvest trends, see 
the Region 2 white-

tailed deer harvest report online.

Pronghorn
There are only a few pronghorn 

hunting opportunities in western 
Montana. Pronghorn numbers in 
HD 215 were up from last year 
but still down from the long-term 
average. FWP did not observe any 
pronghorn in HD 291 during the 
summer survey. Though recent 

years show a decreasing trend in 
the HD 291 antelope population, 
observing no pronghorn is like-
ly due to the variable nature of 
conducting a single survey on a 
relatively small population. Hunt-
ing is limited to a few hunters 
who received a license through a 
special drawing.
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Pronghorn buck surveying his surroundings. Photo by John Dowd.

Bull moose after chasing the Bitterroot Star editor off his fishing spot. Photo by 
John Dowd.

by Mike Hudgins, Hamilton

My father got the Buck knife
for Christmas in 1985,
back when its whole world
was Georgia whitetail woods.

It never dressed a giant buck.
Mostly average deer,
a fork horn if he was lucky,
nothing worth putting on the wall.
Still, he kept the edge sharp.

When he died, the knife came to me.

I carried it west,
away from pine and red clay,
past the country it knew,
until Georgia whitetails became
Montana mule deer,
antelope on open prairie,
elk heavy enough
to make that old blade work.

My hand fits the same handle
his hand did.
But now his grandchildren
have watched that blade open
animals they harvested themselves,
their hands bloody beside mine,
the knife doing work
my father never imagined
when he pulled it from the box
on Christmas morning.

The blade is smaller now.
Every swipe of the stone has taken something,
every sharpening carried away
a little more of the steel
that belonged to him.
Still, I sharpen it.

A knife does not know
when the hand holding it changes.
It only knows the work.

The Buck knife



by Stephen Lassiter, Stevensville

It was the worst bugle I’d ever 
heard. I couldn’t believe someone 
was less than two hundred yards in 
the semi-clearcut behind my camp, 
in the heat of the day, blowing such 
awful notes. I sat up in my cot, half 
asleep and disgusted. It was the fourth 
day of my hunt and I was tired. After 
that morning’s hunt I had gone back 
to camp to eat and rest a little before 
trying a different place that afternoon. 
Truthfully, I was there as much to 
reflect on the past few weeks, alone 
with my thoughts, as much as I was to 
hunt. My dad had passed away just a 
few weeks prior, my good job was in a 
tailspin with new management and I 
needed some woods-time.

The mental and physical fatigue 
caught up with me that day and my 
mind was whirling as I lay down for 
a quick nap. But now all I could think 
about was that awful bugle that woke 
me up and wondered why in the hell 
someone would be walking that open 
ridge at that time of day so close to 
camp. It sounded like a kid squealing 
through an empty paper towel tube in 
his kitchen; short and too high pitched.

“Newbie,” I thought as I stepped 
out behind my tent and looked for 
him. And still the bugles came. “Why 
is he doing it so much?” I shook my 
head at that pitiful screech that stayed 
just out of sight on the flat above. 
“Oh well, might as well go hunting.” I 
checked my pack and hopped on my 
four-wheeler for the mile long ride to a 
jumping off spot I had found a couple 
days earlier. Another bugle just before 
I cranked up. “Man, he got there kinda 
fast.”

Paralleling the ridge on a forest 
service road, I kept checking the hill 
to see if I could see the guy, hoping he 
would see me and be quiet before he 
scared every elk into the next county. 
Around three hundred yards from 
camp I rounded a slight bend behind a 
slash pile and spotted the source.

It was a real elk. He emerged from 
the thin timber and was coming down 

the slope just in front of 
me. We saw each other 
at the same time, both 

slamming on brakes. I watched in utter 
disbelief as he whirled and went back 
the way he had come from, disap-
pearing over the top. I just sat there, 
stunned. How can a six-point bull 
sound like that? I never felt so stupid 
in my life. “I could have called you in 
from camp,” I muttered to his ghost. 
“Unbelievable.”

I picked up whatever dignity I had 
left from the mud beneath me and 
slowly drove on, chastising myself the 
whole time. That afternoon was filled 
with thunderstorms and bugles from 
two different bulls, and one of the bulls 
was unmistakably him. I named him 
“Wimpy,” not for his antlers, but for his 
voice. 

I saved Wimpy’s spot for the after-
noon hunt and was eagerly looking 
forward to getting back there. Maybe 
lightning would strike twice.

I took a slightly different approach 
and after a half mile hike through 
manageable deadfall sprinkled with 
open park-like clearings, I found a 
nice spot to rest and call a bit. There 
was a perfect log on the ground with a 
couple of deadfall logs across the front 
of it making a good blind. I surveyed 
in front of me and there were small 
openings here and there with wind-
downed trees between them, affording 
several good shooting lanes. The wind 
was right, so I sat down on the log and 
set my bow down.

“Pretty place,” I thought, pulling 
a couple calls from my front pocket. 
Since I was reasonably sure Wimpy, or 
the other bull I had heard last night, 
was still around, I didn’t bugle. Instead, 
I offered a few short cow and calf calls 
to the elk gods and sat quiet. And that 
is when it hit me. From nowhere, with 
no warning, my eyes teared up, my 
chest heaved and I was crying. Not a 
frenzied sob but a gentle weep all the 
way from my gut. A fifty-seven year 
old little boy crying for his Daddy. It 
was the first real time since the funeral, 
and it all came out right there on that 
rain-soaked log in the elk woods. 

It’s what I needed, I suppose. The 
long quiet hours around the fire, the 

myriad stars above, the minutes before 
sleep in the tent, the hikes and the hunt 
had opened the way to grieve the way 
I needed to. The solitude needed me, 
and I needed it. Eventually, I remem-
bered where I was, sitting on a wet log 
with a bow in my hands, elk hunting.

“This is a good spot,” I thought. 
I reached for my GPS to mark it but 
couldn’t get it out of my pocket sitting 
down. I stood up slowly to pull it out, 
scanning around at a place I hadn’t 
seen for at least ten minutes. And then- 
I saw movement. About sixty yards 
out, the right color, quartering away 
right to left. I shoved the GPS back in 
my pocket just as it came on and blew 
a quiet cow call.

Right on cue it turned and as it 
moved towards me it materialized into 
an elk. “It’s him,” I thought. And sure 
enough it was Wimpy, coming in on a 
string. Totally unprepared, I stooped to 
pick up my bow, pulled an arrow from 
the quiver, nocked it and raised the 
bow, all the while watching for when 
his head was behind a tree or looking 
the other way. 

Each movement was in slow stages. 
Ten seconds was an eternity, but he 
didn’t catch me. Usually by this point 
in the past, I had already fallen to 
pieces, shaking like a leaf with my 
heart pounding out through my ears. 
But this time was eerily different. Every 
time I felt that rise, that adrenaline 
dump, I was able to overcome it, think 
and breathe my way into calmness. 
Looking back, I attribute that to being 
so emotionally spent that I had already 
worked past all that.

When his head was down and be-

hind the brush, I drew that bow back 
with such fluid precision that he never 
knew I was there. I had never been so 
rock solid at full draw on a bull elk, 
and at forty yards, I knew he was mine. 

He got past the deadfall, turned 
toward me just a step, and then turned 
broadside and stopped, looking for 
that cow. In that crowning moment my 
vindication was nigh. I touched the re-
lease with the most confidence I have 
ever had in a shot. Then, the string hit 
my sleeve, sending the arrow wide left. 
He never moved until the arrow broke 
brush behind him, and when he ran, 
he took all that confidence with him. 
For the second time in three days, I 
watched that bull run away from me. 

I never wear that coat bowhunt-
ing, but my regular one was wet and 
cold, so I changed to a thicker one. 
It was just thick enough to bunch up 
at the wrist and deflect my shot. I’ll 
never forget that whispering sound it 
made, or that gentle tap as it went by. I 
sat back down on the log in disbelief. 
Again. The same bull had beaten me 
twice. I wasn’t even mad, just numb. 
I sat there for a good half hour going 
over every detail and I will for the rest 
of my life. They call that a lesson, I 
guess. On the way back to camp in ut-
ter defeat, I made up my mind to burn 
that coat in the fire that night. Reason 
prevailed so I didn’t, but I’ll never wear 
it bowhunting again; that’s for sure. 
My friends say it must have been my 
dad who sent that bull to me, that he 
was telling me everything would be all 
right. I don’t know about all that, but 
the timing sure is suspect.

I marked that place on my GPS. 
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The Crying Log

Photo by Stephen Lassiter. 



                         Bitterroot Star - Hunting - Page 11Wednesday, October 21, 2026

HAVE FUN AT 
DALY DAYS!

333 S. 1st Ste. E
Hamilton, MT 59840

363-7668
ssstaffingjobs.com

333 S. 1st Ste. E 
Hamilton, MT 59840

406-363-7668
ssstaffingjobs.com

Have a great 
hunting season.
When it’s over,
    see us for a job!

Name:____________________________________________ 
 
Address:__________________________________________ 
 
City:_________________  State:__________  Zip:_________ 
 
Phone:___________________________________________ 
 
Email:____________________________________________ 

Individual: $20____  Student: (high school and under) $3____ 
Family: $25___________  Single Lifetime: $250___________ 

RRaavvaallllii  CCoouunnttyy  FFiisshh  aanndd  WWiillddlliiffee  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  
P.O. Box 238  Hamilton, MT 59840  

RRaavvaallllii  CCoouunnttyy  FFiisshh    
&&  WWiillddlliiffee  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  

VViissiitt  oouurr  wweebbssiittee::  RRCCFFWWAA..OORRGG  oorr    

AATTTTEENNTTIIOONN  HHUUNNTTEERRSS   
Hunting season is here at last! To protect our  

resources & avoid FWP violations: 
CHECK REGULATIONS  

Ravalli Co. has 6 main deer & elk hunting districts plus 
portions of others. Each has different restrictions, tags & 
age requirements. Know what they are before you go. 

RESPECT LANDOWNERS  
Ask for permission before hunting, check for public hunt-

ing access, & research block management options. 
PREVENT THE SPREAD OF CWD 

Get your animal tested & dispose of the carcass respon-
sibly at free FWP disposal sites or the county landfill. 

More info at fwp.mt.gov. 
 

GOOD LUCK & BE SAFE!  

Join our Monthly Meetings August - April. FREE and open 
to the public! Follow us on Facebook for times and dates. 

PPLLEEAASSEE  JJOOIINN  UUSS  
Help to ensure an effective voice for outdoor men and  
women concerning wildlife issues, as well as public access  
in our valley and state by supporting us with your member-
ship. Ravalli County Fish & Wildlife Association uses  
the dollars of its members, along with fundraisers to benefit 
all species of wildlife. RCFWA is a local group, not affiliated  
with any state or national organization. The majority of  
money spent stays in Ravalli County. RCFWA is a 501c(3) 
organization. 

VICTOR  
LIQUOR 

406 - 642 - 3805  
MON- SAT: 9:30AM to 7PM  

Headed out  
Hunting? 

Bring something along  
to warm up with in camp 

2400 US Hwy 93  Victor, MT (at the light)  
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AMERICA ’S  

NO EXTRA COST OR CER TIFICATES  

BEST TIRE  
WARRANTY  

Changing seasons means 

It’s Tire 
Changing Season 
Are you ready for Winter Driving? 
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