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Friday 10/7
• “People’s Choice” Voting
• Scarecrows Throughout Downtown
• Kids Carved Pumpkin Contest
• Monster Mash Dance Party
• Face Painting
• Food Court
• Kids Maze
• First Friday Events

Saturday 10/8
• “People’s Choice” Voting
• Scarecrows Throughout Downtown
• Extreme Carved Pumpkin Contest
• Wagon Rides
• Food Court
• Kids Maze
• Brewfest

View Scarecrows Through 
Saturday October 15th

by Victoria
Howell

Bitterroot Health 
held a groundbreak-
ing last Wednesday 
for its new medical 
complex that will be 
built just north of 
Stevensville at the 
corner of Kootenai 
Creek Road and 
Hwy 93.

John Bishop, Bit-
terroot Health CEO, 
said that Marcus 
Daly Hospital had 

been providing “quality, 
accessible, personalized 
health care” for 90 years. 
In recent years, they 
have been taking steps to 
invest in all the commu-
nities of the Bitterroot, 
he said, with clinics in 

Darby, Victor and Corvallis, as well as 
Hamilton. 

The new 12-acre campus will 
provide primary, care, urgent care and 
specialty services. Two physicians have 
already been hired, along with a nurse 
practitioner, and two more doctors 
are being recruited. There will also be 

speech, occupa-
tional and physical 
therapy services – 
including a therapy 
pool – plus imaging 
and lab services.

Bishop said 
they hope to have 
the facility open 
by spring of 2023, 
and that they plan 
on continuing to 
expand services. 
“We’re bringing the 
care to the patients,” 
he said.

Lois Hedge-
peth, chair of the 
hospital board, 
said this project 
has been four years 
in the works, but 
there were some 
delays due to the 
pandemic. She said 
their vision is that 
the Stevensville 
facility will be more 

of a “medical center” rather than just a 
clinic. She also said that Marcus Daly 
Hospital, which is a critical access 
hospital, was recently rated #4 in the 
nation for quality by the national rat-
ing agency, out of 351 similar facilities.

by Victoria Howell

At the second regular 
meeting of the two-member 
Stevensville Town Council, on 
January 27, town clerk Jenelle 
Berthoud told the council and 
audience that she was having 
trouble streaming the meet-
ings on the internet. She said 
the former YouTube chan-
nel they had was no longer 
working but they had set up 
a new Facebook page. How-
ever, members of the public 
who had tried to access the 
Facebook page said it was not 
accessible. Berthoud asked 
for patience as she worked 
through the issues.

Jim Crews, former mayor 

and former council member, 
appears to be continuing 
his efforts to teach the new 
council and mayor how local 
government should run. He 
was a frequent commenter 
at council meetings during 
the last administration. In 
public comment, Crews told 
the council that those mak-
ing public comment should 
address the mayor, not the 
audience. He also said, “This 
is not a question and answer” 
session. “It’s public comment.” 
The mayor had said previous-
ly that he would be answering 
questions from the public.

Crews also said that they 
should be prepared for some 
“interesting comments” from 

the public at the next meeting 
when the council considers 
the appointment of two addi-
tional council members. 

“We’ll do our job,” said 
Gibson

Joan Mell, an attorney 
from Hamilton, was rec-
ognized for stepping in 
to handle the prosecution 
caseload of Town Attorney 
Greg Overstreet while he was 
hospitalized, and then recov-
ering, from Covid-19. Mell 
did the work at no charge to 
the town. “I just wanted to 
publicly thank Joan for help-
ing me and helping the town,” 
said Overstreet.
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by Michael Howell

An open house celebration was 
held last week at the Bitter Root 
Humane Association’s (BRHA) new 
animal shelter located on Fairgrounds 
Road in Hamilton. The event served a 
double purpose. It included a ribbon 
cutting ceremony in honor of the new 
facility, including tours of the whole 
building, and an array of food and 
drink in honor of the organization’s 
50th birthday.

The private non-profi t organization 
was fi rst organized in 1972. In 1984, 
Countess Margarite Bessenyey, the 
granddaughter of Marcus Daly, gave 
the BRHA land on Fairgrounds Road 
with a 99-year lease. Six years later, 
in 1990, the Bessenyey estate deeded 
the land to the organization where 
the current shelter is located. The 
new building replaces an old building 

on the property that had housed the 
shelter since 1984. 

Sue McCormack, who serves on 
the organization’s board of directors 

and cut the ribbon at last week’s 
ceremony, said concerning the 
organization’s 50 years of service, “It 
was started by a bunch of little old 
ladies in 1972 and it’s still run by a 
bunch of little old ladies.”

Kathie Butts, President of the 
Board, said, “This organization has 
come such a long way since it was 
started about 50 years ago. I feel a 
huge sense of responsibility to honor 
those who have come before us and 
make it as good as it can be as we set 
the course for the next 50 years.”

McCormack said that the 
organization conducted a successful 
fundraising campaign to fund the new 
construction but then the Covid-19 
pandemic hit and construction costs 
skyrocketed. As a result, the group 
had to take out a mortgage to fi nish

             

Bitter Root Humane Association 
celebrates new shelter, 50th anniversary

by Victoria Howell

When it comes 
to Covid, Greg 
Overstreet has a 
message for you: 
don’t fool around!

Overstreet, 
an attorney in 
private practice in 
Stevensville, was 
diagnosed with 
colon cancer in 
February of 2021. 
He went through 
chemotherapy and 
in late August he was 
told that the cancer 
had been eradicated.

Overstreet had 
surgery on October 
23, 2021 for ostomy 
removal, the fi nal 
treatment in the 
colon cancer journey. 
The day after that 
surgery, he was 
diagnosed with 
COVID-19. 

“I was obviously 
very weakened,” said 
Overstreet. “It hit 

me like a ton of 
bricks.” 

Overstreet was 
sent home from 
the hospital with 
an oxygen tank. 
He was home for 
two or three days. 
During that time, 
his oxygen level 
went down to 51, 
from a normal of 
99. “I jokingly say 
that 51 is brain 
damage material.”

But COVID-19 
was no joke. “It 
got so bad I felt 
like I couldn’t 
breathe, like I 
was being water 
boarded, or what 
I imagine water 
boarding to be 
like,” recalls 
Overstreet. “This 
is when I realized 
that I was not 
taking Covid 
seriously enough. 

Surviving COVID

by Victoria Howell

Jasmin Shinn, founder and 
executive director of 1 Horse 
At A Time Draft Horse Rescue 
facility in Corvallis, got a nice 
boost last week when she was 
presented with a check for $7500 
from representatives of JCCS, an 
accounting fi rm with a branch 
located in Hamilton. Part of the 
selection for awarding that gift 
was online voting and according 
to JCCS branch manager, Andrea 
Simmerman, 1 Horse At A Time 
was one of the top four vote 
getters.

That check followed in the wake 
of a $25,000 gift in November 
from Tractor Supply. 

That sounds like a lot of 
money but, according to Shinn, 
taking care of draft horses is 
an expensive proposition. Last 

year, the facility took in just under 
$240,000 and spent every penny. 
There are no paid employees; it’s an all-
volunteer organization. But Shinn said 
it costs about $200 per month to feed 
these “gentle giants.” Then there are 
veterinary bills, therapy, training, and 
other associated costs to rehabilitate 
these horses. When they’re fi nally ready 
for adoption, most can be driven or 
ridden, and some just become “pasture 
pets.”

1 Horse At A Time was established 
by Shinn in 2018. She’s originally from 
Germany where she grew up around 
horses. She’s always been a horse fan, 
but she is especially passionate about 
draft horses. She and her husband, a 
military retiree, and their two children 
relocated to Montana and bought a 20-
acre farm which Shinn said can support 
about 20 horses. She currently 

Local draft horse rescue thriving

by Victoria Howell

The Cowboy Ball at the Ravalli County 
Fairgrounds will be held February 12th. This is 
the tenth annual event and the way it’s shaping 
up, it’s going to be an event worthy of a jubilee 
celebration.

Rod Freeman is the chair of this year’s 
event. Freeman is also the chair of the Rodeo 
Committee, and the vice chair of the Fair Board, 
which he’s been on for 12 years. A real estate 
agent for 18 years here in the Bitterroot, and also 
in the Army for 21 years, his organizational and 
fundraising skills, and discipline, have been put to 
good use as chair of the Cowboy Ball committee.

Freeman said the committee hopes to raise 
$50,000 this year, for the expansion of the rodeo 
bucking chutes. “They’re just getting old,” he said. 
“They need to be replaced. They’re getting banged 
up. Bucking stock can be hard on metal.”

The 10th annual cowboy ball – which actually 
started 11 years ago but couldn’t be held last year 
due to the pandemic – has been upgraded this 
year. 

“This is the fi rst year we’ve ever done a fully 
catered dinner,” said Freeman. The University 
of Montana Catering Service will provide the 
dinner. Desserts are provided by 4H members. 

Cowboy Ball
scheduled

Presenting a check for $7500 from JCCS to Jasmin Shinn (second from left) of 1 Horse At 
A Time Draft Horse Rescue were, l to r: Levi Clark, CPA, Andrea Simmerman, JCCS Branch 
Manager, and Will Ramsey, CPA. Also pictured is Tiny, the non-pro� t’s mascot and the 
� rst horse that was rescued by 1 Horse At A Time. Photo by Victoria Howell.

Bitterroot Chamber of Commerce Director Al Mitchell holds the group spell-bound as Bit-
ter Root Humane Association Board Member Sue McCormack prepares to cut the ribbon 
celebrating the opening of the new animal shelter in Hamilton. Photo by Michael Howell. 

See SHELTER, page 2

See RESCUE, page 6

See SURVIVING, page 5
Greg Overstreet talks about his recent brush with death due to 
Covid. Photo by Victoria Howell. See COWBOY BALL page 4
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Gold Butterfly project draws some objections

Groundbreaking held for medical center

Stevi to revisit refinancing bonds

John Bishop, pictured fifth from left, leads a gathering of people involved in the 
Bitterroot Health building project in a ceremonial groundbreaking. The facility 
will be built on land located at the corner of Kootenai Creek Road and Hwy 93 
just north of the Stevensville Junction. 

The Town of Stevensville recognized attorney Joan Mell, 
center, for filling in while town attorney Greg Overstreet 
had Covid-19. Pictured with Mell are, l to r, Overstreet, 
Mayor Steve Gibson, council members Cindy Brown and 
Stacie Barker. Photo by Victoria Howell.See STEVI, page 2

by Michael Howell

The deadline closed on 
January 18, for filing objec-
tions to the Draft Supplemen-
tal Environmental Statement 
(Draft SEIS) for the Gold 
Butterfly Project, a Bitterroot 
National Forest project that 
includes nearly 13,000 acres 
of commercial and non-com-
mercial vegetative treatment 
within a 55,000 acre area of 
forest in the Sapphire Moun-
tains east of Corvallis. 

The original proposal was 
withdrawn in August of 2020 
after Friends of the Bitterroot 
and Alliance for the Wild 
Rockies filed suit claiming the 
agency failed to use the best 
available science in managing 
elk habitat and didn’t com-
ply with the definition of old 
growth found in the Bitterroot 

National Forest 1987 Forest 
Plan.

A new record of decision 
was issued on December 17, 
2021 accompanied by a Draft 
SEIS that provides a site-spe-
cific forest plan amendment 
defining old-growth stan-
dards. Some objections to the 
new decision were received 
by the January 18 deadline 
mostly having to do with the 
logging of old growth, poten-
tial impacts to wildlife and to 
Willow Creek Road.

Bitterroot National Forest 
officials have stated that the 
project is designed to improve 
forest resilience to natural 
disturbances like fire, insects 
and disease; reduce sedi-
ment sources in the Willow 
Creek watershed; improve 
bull trout habitat; restore 
habitat including meadows, 

aspen and whitebark pine; 
manage timber to provide 
forest products and jobs; and 
retain old growth status in all 
treatment units. According to 
a Forest Service press release 
about 90% of the proposed 
treatment areas are within an 
area designated for insect and 
disease treatment because of 
dense pockets of dead and dy-
ing trees. They claim the area 
is impacted by mountain pine 
beetle, Douglas-fir bark beetle, 
dwarf mistletoe and western 
spruce budworm damage.

Although in general 
agreement with the proposed 
project, the Ravalli County 
Commissioners expressed 
concern over impacts to 
county owned and maintained 
roads, especially Willow Creek 
Road.

In a letter to the Forest 

the commissioners stated 
that “Ravalli County objects 
to unmitigated impacts to 
county owned/maintained 
roads from heavy equipment 
and logging trucks, mostly, 
but not limited to, the impacts 
to Willow Creek Road. Due to 
resource and financial limita-
tions, Ravalli County would 
not be able to accommodate 
the necessary maintenance 
during the project, nor the 
rehabilitation of the road after 
the project is complete. Ravalli 
County objects to shifting 
financial burden of the project 
to Ravalli County and believe 
it is contrary to current law 
and existing agreements.”
Forest officials also received 
comments from Philip Strobel 
Director of the NEPA Branch 
Office of the Regional Admin-
istrator of the Environmental 

Protection Agency. The letter 
contains recommendations 
concerning the Draft SEIS for 
the Gold Butterfly.  Concern-
ing the scope of the analysis 
the letter quotes the Bitter-
root Forest Plan’s Forest-wide 
Management Wildlife Re-
source Objective to “Maintain 
sufficient old-growth habitat 
on suitable timberland to 
support viable populations 
of old-growth dependent 
species.” The letter notes that 
the Draft SEIS limits the scope 
of its environmental conse-
quences analysis to vegetation, 
the pileated woodpecker and 
pine marten.
“We realize these old growth 
indicator species are listed in 
the Forest Plan, but it is not 
clear whether there are other 

See GOLD, page 5
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Hearts full of love

by Victoria Howell

Dominic Farren-
kopf, activities director 
at Sapphire Lutheran 
Homes in Hamilton, is 
asking the community 
to send his residents a 
little love this Valen-
tine’s Day. 

About four years 
ago, a resident came 
to Farrenkopf to see 

if it would be possible 
to put envelopes on 
all the doors and then 
put valentine cards in 
them. Farrenkopf really 
liked the idea. He asked 
students at schools 
and daycares to make 
special envelopes and 
decorate them for each 
resident. Then people 
could drop off valen-
tines to fill the enve-

lopes.
The project is now 

really popular, and 
growing every year. 

Last year the enve-
lopes were so full they 
had to be emptied more 
than once.

Spreading love

DUI Task 
Force, MAPS 
to partner on 
special video
by Michael Howell

Last week the Ravalli County Commissioners ap-
proved adoption of a memorandum of understand-
ing with the Ravalli County DUI Task Force and 
MAPS Media Institute to produce a video designed 
to help parents keep tabs on their children’s behav-
ior. 

The DUI Task Force approved the creation of 
a Mischief Room last May and the commissioners 
signed off on it. The project involved the creation of 
a set of easily accessible items that had secret hiding 
compartments where someone could stash some 
drugs or hide a small flask of whiskey. The aim was 
to provide parents a learning opportunity to see the 
various ways in which any young person can hide 
their substance use from casual inspections. 

Glenda Wiles, Director of the DUI Task Force, 
said what she tells parents is, “If you don’t look, 
then you don’t see. If you don’t see, then you don’t 

Halfway 
through fiscal 
year, county 
budget
looking good
by Michael Howell

Halfway through 
the budget year, the 
county’s performance 
is looking pretty good, 
according to Ravalli 
County CFO Klarryse 

Murphy. She led the 
commissioners through 
a lengthy fund by fund 
accounting that, to sum 
it up, shows the county, 
overall, doing very well 
on its tax collections and 
showing revenues over 
50% of projections in 
most departments while 
expenses have only 
amounted to 23% of 
projections due in large 
part to job vacancies 
that have yet to be filled. 
One big savings was in 
the budgeted funds for 
the county’s share in 

County budget 
on track

Eagles in winter

Numerous Bald Eagles have been congregating in the Burnt Fork area lately to feed on carcasses. Photos 
by Michael Howell.

See DUI, page 10

See COUNTY, page 10

See VALENTINES, page 10
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by Victoria Howell

The Stevensville Town Coun-
cil was split on whether to accept 
a small piece of park land near the 
Stevensville bridge, an item that was 
considered at the March 24th council 
meeting. The land ownership will now 
revert to the county. The 1.52-acre 
piece, which is located adjacent to the 
Bitterroot River on the northwest side 
of the bridge, was offered to the Town 
in 2017 by Ravalli County for use as a 
potential river access site. 

During the tenure of former 
mayor Jim Crews, the owner of land 
at the river on the northeast side had 
attempted to shut off river access on 

his property which would in effect 
shut off access to Stevensville River 
Park, a 20-acre park on the east bank 
just to the north of the private piece of 
property. Crews contacted the county 
and negotiated the donation of the 
land on the west, securing potential 
river access pending the outcome of 
the access dispute.

Council member Marilyn Wolff 
said she had a real problem with 
this piece of land. “It’s where two 
roads converge, the bank is incredi-
bly steep… I think there are liability 
issues… It is the fastest part of the 
channel and the deepest part of the 
channel. If you were to develop that 
for fishing, I would also see a problem 

with the highway, which is a state 
highway, because now you’re going to 
have two accesses for trucks pulling 
boats, and you’ve just come out of the 
Stevi Wye at 45 miles per hour - there 
are going to be accidents there.”

Mayor Steve Gibson said he didn’t 
see what use the land is to the town. “I 
only see a liability,” said Gibson.

Michaelson said he looked up the 
old minutes and found that the land 
was donated on the condition that 
it would be maintained and utilized 
for recreational purposes within five 
years.

Vickie Motley, park board mem-
ber, said that nothing had been done 
because the access problem had been 

addressed when the private land was 
sold to a new owner and Fish, Wildlife 
and Parks got involved. The once-pri-
vate piece now belongs to the state 
and is a developed fishing access site.

“But I think it’s [the piece on the 
west] still a viable piece of land for the 
city to have, whether or not you put 
money into developing it,” said Mot-
ley. “There are so many cars out there, 
I think it can be used for parking. But 
looking long term, if you have prop-
erty on the west side of the river, then 
you have access to potentially consol-
idate highway property into the Town 
of Stevensville. I think It’s something 

Stevi to return park land to county

by Victoria Howell

It’s been a long time 
coming, but the new Three 
Mile Community Center is up 
and running. Located at 4433 
Sunnyside Cemetery Road, 
the center is on the east side 
of Lone Rock Park. The build-
ing contains a large meeting 
room, a warming kitchen, a 
state-of-the-art audio visual 
system, and a gorgeous view 
of the Bitterroot Mountains to 
the west. 

The building is now home 
to the senior center and the 
Weekend Backpack Program 
that serves Lone Rock School. 
The surrounding park con-
tains soccer and baseball 
fields, tennis and volleyball 
courts, a walking path, a play-
ground and a covered picnic 

shelter. 
According 

to Colleen 
Schmiedeke, 
who serves on 
both the park 
board and the 
community 
center board, 
they started 
working on 
this in 2012 
and incorpo-
rated in 2014. 
She said the 
total cost is 
approximate-
ly $500,000. 
When 
Schmiedeke 
“got really 
involved,” the 
group had 
raised about 

$140,000. 
The park 
board made 
the decision 
to take out a 
loan to finish 
the project. 
She said they 
worked with 
Farmers State 
Bank to keep 
their loan 
payments 
reasonable.  
Those pay-
ments come 
out of park 
taxes that are 
already being 
assessed, 
Schmiedeke 
is proud that 
they didn’t 
have to run 

a levy, so this won’t have any 
additional impact on people’s 
property taxes. 

In addition to the loan, the 
project was paid for by the 
Three Mile Community Senior 
Center (the official name) 
which raised over $80,000 
through community picnics, 
rummage sales, bingo nights 
and donations from commu-
nity members. Other major 
contributors were the Three 
Mile Fire District, the Lone 
Rock Park and the Rapp Fam-
ily Foundation.

Schmiedeke said there 
were many volunteers who 
helped on the project, and 
TMCSC received reduced 
prices from contractors. The 
general contractor donated la-

Three Mile Community Center open

by Nathan Boddy

Christine Staub, a driving 
force at the Boxxe Shoppe at 
901 S. 1st Street, was recently 
presented with a Certificate of 
Appreciation by Mayor Domi-
nic Farrenkopf and Hamilton 
Police Chief Stephen Snavely. 
In his presentation to the City 
Council on March 15th, Chief 
Snavely said that he wants the 
Hamilton Police Department 
to “become more vocal about 
the good things that happen 
within the community.” Shar-
ing his department’s experi-
ence with Ms. Staub was one 
such opportunity.

In early March, a custom-
er came to the Boxxe Shoppe 
intending to send a package 
via FedEx. 
The customer 
seemed con-
fused and un-
familiar with 
the process, 
and Staub 
became sus-
picious when 
considering 
the custom-
er’s age and 
the particular 
details of the 
transaction. 
Unfortunate-
ly, it was not 
Staub’s first 
time having 
encountered 
such cir-

cumstances, having 
encountered people 
falling victim to mail 
fraud in the past.

As a certified ship-
ping depot for FedEx, 
the Boxxe Shoppe 
is legally justified to 
open a package which 
bears its shipping 
label. After following 
protocol, and doing 
so in the presence of 
a witness, Staub was 
able to uncover the 
unfortunate contents 
of the package: nearly 
$16,000 in cash, 
which the customer 
was unwittingly send-
ing to a scammer in 
Chicago, Illinois.

Over the 
course of her 
decade with 
the Boxxe 
Shoppe, Staub 
has now 
recovered 
approximately 
$60,000 in 
cash, all of 
which was 
being fraudu-
lently de-
manded from 
senior citizen 
members of 
the commu-
nity. Staub is 

familiar with the profile of the 
potential victims, but wishes 
that others within the commu-
nity would help her look out 
for their safety. At least one 
of the potential victims she 
aided was a resident at a local 
extended nursing facility and 
had to be provided with a ride 
to the bank as well as to the 
Boxxe Shoppe.

“It’s common sense to me,” 
she says, pointing out that red 
flags abound when seniors are 
being scammed. “If a person 
is 80 years old, and all of a 
sudden they’re coming into the 
bank to withdraw $15,000, it 
makes my ‘spidy’ sense tingle.” 

She adds that the 
most important 
way to combat such 
abuse is for people 
to ask questions 
and start the con-
versation with those 
you know and love.

Staub doesn’t 
know the details 
of what potential 
victims are told, but 
she knows that they 
are, “often coached 
to say they are ship-
ping legal papers or 
paperwork.” Other 
common tactics for 
scammers include 
claiming to rep-
resent the IRS or 
Social Security 
Administration. 
Sometimes they 
will tell their 

victims that a loved one has 
landed in jail, or that a prize 
has been won, but a fee needs 
to be paid for release of the 
funds. The scammers will 
commonly use a legitimate 
address, but will be ready to 
grab the package from a porch 
or front door when it arrives.

“They always direct the 
victim to send it, ‘no signature 
required,’” she adds.

The Bank Secrecy Act 
of 1970 requires banks to 
keep track of withdrawals of 
$10,000 or more in order 

Scammers thwarted, vigilance recognized

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM IN THE
SOUTHGATE MALL
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The Boxxe Shoppe’s new location 
at 901 S. 1st Street in Hamilton. 
Photo by Nathan Boddy.

Christine Staub of the Boxxe Shoppe. Photo by Na-
than Boddy.

See SCAMMERS, page 2

The Bitterroot Na-
tional Forest (BNF) will 
host a public meeting 
this Wednesday, March 
30th from 6 to 8 p.m. 
to share information 
regarding the develop-
ment of a draft forest 
Climbing Management 
Plan (CMP).  The virtual 
meeting will be held on 
Zoom.  See below for 
instructions and a link 
to join the meeting.  Five 
similar public meetings 
(virtual) were held in 
2021.         

In addition to the 
opportunity to learn 
about and participate in 
the process of develop-
ing a climbing plan, this 
week’s meeting will cov-
er the following agenda 
topics:     

 • Review overall 
objectives and desired 
outcomes of the public 
conversations   

• Provide an update 

Public 
meeting
on BNF
Climbing
Plan

Three Mile Community Senior Center board members, l to r, Col-
leen Schmiedeke, Joyce Pando and Wendy Audiss in front of the 
new community center at Lone Rock Park. Photo by V. Howell. See CENTER, page 3

See PLAN, page 2
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UM News Service

Filmed in and around the Bitterroot 
Valley of Montana, the fourth season of 
the hit television series “Yellowstone” 
brought more than $70 million in addi-
tional spending to the state, according 
to a study conducted by the University 
of Montana Bureau of Business and 
Economic Research.

The study found that because of 
“Yellowstone,” the Paramount global 
hit TV series starring Kevin Costner, 
there were:

• 527 permanent jobs in the state, 
not including the 624 Montana res-
idents who were employed during 
filming as extras.

• $25.3 million in annual personal 
income for Montana households.

• $85.8 million in additional gross 
receipts for Montana businesses and 
non-business organizations.

 Additionally, annual revenues of 
state government were higher by $10.6 
million, according to BBER Director 
Patrick Barkey.

 “The production activities of 
‘Yellowstone’ season four in Montana 
supported jobs and income well in 
excess of its own economic footprint, 
making Montana’s economy larger 
and more prosperous than it otherwise 
would have been,” Barkey said. “The 
high-paying nature of the produc-
tion-related jobs, and the considerable 
demand for locally produced goods and 
services, are the main reasons why the 
economic impacts were so sizable.” 

The report found that Montana has 

experienced growth in television and 
film in the last 10 years, with 122 pro-
ductions filmed in 2019. Some of those 
films qualified for tax credit. More than 
30 states, including Montana, current-
ly offer some form of tax credit, often 
transferrable, to studios in return for 
locating activities within their states.

The BBER study on “Yellowstone” 
was sponsored by the MEDIA Coalition 
of Montana and Paramount.

“We felt it was important to have 
accurate data as to the impacts of the 
media industry in Montana,” said Steve 
Grover, CEO of Montana Studios and 
co-founder of the MEDIA Coalition of 
Montana.

During five months of filming in 
western Montana, the studio’s signif-
icant spending on everything from 

lodging and rental cars to veterinary 
and animal services benefitted a broad 
spectrum of Montana businesses. “The 
business we got from ‘Yellowstone’ re-
ally helped our bottom line,” said Lynn-
Wood Fields, owner of the Montana 
Media Center, a locally based services 
provider.

Barkey said economic gains should 
continue if Montana becomes a more 
regular site for large-scale film produc-
tions with a similar scale and scope to 
“Yellowstone.”

To view the full study findings, visit 
the Bureau of Business and Econom-
ic Research website at www.bber.
umt.edu. Based in the UM College of 
Business, BBER was founded in 1948 
to monitor Montana’s economic and 
business conditions.

Report: ‘Yellowstone’ injects $70 million into state economy

Women wanted 
for August
retreat
by Victoria Howell 

Peg Miskin, coordinator 
of the Western Montana 
program of the non-profit 
Casting for Recovery, will 
be holding her 12th retreat 
August 26-28. She’s looking 
for women who are currently 
experiencing breast cancer, 
or who have previously made 
that journey, to sign up for 
the two-and-a-half-day pro-
gram. Casting for Recovery is 
free, women just have to get 
there. Food, lodging, guiding, 
even the fishing equipment, 
is free of charge.

Miskin launched the 
Northern California program 
as a volunteer and headed 
two annual retreats there for 
seven years. She moved to 
Hamilton 10 years ago. She 
was with the National Office 
of CfR for 11 years, as Na-
tional Program Director and 
more recently heading CfR’s 
only national fundraiser, the 
Cast One for Hope, which 
ran for nine years in Hamil-
ton. Miskin retired from the 
national office in 2021, which 
was the last year for the Cast 

One for Hope event. 
Miskin said the Casting 

for Recovery program in 
Montana, which she started 
in 2011, was going strong in 
2020 when Covid hit. She 
said they had to shut down 
all of the retreats. 55 retreats 
were canceled.

This is the 26th year 
nationally. The program was 
started by a breast recon-
structive surgeon who was 
married to a professional fly 
fisher. He realized that cast-
ing a fly rod could be good 
for breast muscle rehabilita-
tion.

“Since then we’ve discov-
ered that these women (who 
go through breast cancer) 
have PTSD,” said Miskin. 
“Their number one fear is 
reccurence.”

Miskin said the program 
is open to all ages and all 
stages of breast cancer, from 
newly diagnosed to 10 years 
past their last treatment. She 
said that younger women 
seem to be more concerned 
about body image. Older 
women have a tendency to 
say, “I don’t care about that.” 

“Just talking together and 
being together makes a dif-
ference and even influences 
their decisions,” said Miskin.

“For us, fly fishing is 

by Michael Howell

At a meeting that drew a roomful 
of concerned citizens last Friday, the 
Ravalli County Commissioners agreed 
to send a letter to the Montana Sec-
retary of State requesting that Ravalli 
County be given the authority to do 
post-election audits of local elections.

Commissioner Jeff Burrows said 
that after hearing concerns expressed 
by several people regarding the 
election results and the accuracy of 
election voting machines, he began 
looking into the law. He said that ac-
cording to County Clerk and Recorder 
Regina Plettenberg, who also serves as 
the official Election Administrator, the 

current process is that ballots go into 
the counting machine and preliminary 
numbers are produced. The ballots are 
then sealed, and an audit is conducted 
under the authority of the Secretary of 
State. It is a process of rolling dice to 
randomly select one federal race, one 
statewide race, one legislative race and 
one initiative, if there should be one 
on the ballot.

Burrows said that he was surprised 
to learn that there was no audit of 
any local races being conducted. One 
option suggested by Plettenberg was 
to have the county do an audit of local 
elections at the same time. He said 
after finally responding to his question 
about a local audit, the Secretary of 

State’s office said that it doesn’t seem 
to comply with election statutes.

Deputy County Attorney Clay 
Leland said that the power to conduct 
election audits is given by statute to 
the Secretary of State and Plettenberg 
in her capacity as Election Adminis-
trator. He said that the County does 
not appear to have any explicit author-
ity to conduct its own election audit. 
He said the county is a general powers 
county and does not have any author-
ity that is not explicitly granted or 
implied by a legal statute. While there 
might be some chance that power for 
the county to conduct a local audit 
is implied in the law, and the state, 
through a rule change, could allow it, 

the most direct and possibly quickest 
route would be through the legislature 
to seek a change in the law. 

Burrows also noted that the cur-
rent contract with ES&S to run the 
election machines which was exe-
cuted in 2015 prohibits the county 
from knowing the source code of the 
software being used to count the votes. 
He said there is public concern over 
the fact that the county has no control 
over the machines or the certification 
of the numbers.

Plettenberg said that the county 
had been working with ES&S since the 
1980’s. She said that every election 

County asks for authority to audit elections

Casting for Recovery

Stevensville Public 
Schools will host a com-
munity “grand re-open-
ing” for Stevensville K-3 
and Stevensville High 
School buildings on 
Thursday, April 28 from 
4 to 7 p.m. 

These buildings have 
been remodeled and ex-
panded with some new 
construction for the past 
24 months. Construction 
has included renova-
tions to fire systems 
to include sprinklers, 
computer network infra-
structure, lighting, new 
classrooms, remodels to 
existing rooms, connec-
tions between buildings, 
and many other fea-
tures.

School district trust-
ees, staff, and repre-
sentatives from MMW 
Architects and Quality 
Construction will be on 
hand to welcome the 
community to view the 
work that is nearing 
completion. Walking 
tours will be available.

Stevi 
schools
to hold
remodel
event

See RECOVERY, page 4
Peg Miskin, coordinator of the Casting for Recovery program in West-
ern Montana, believes in the rejuvenating power of being out in nature. 

See AUDIT, page 5
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3920 Hwy 93 N. 
Suite G
Stevensville
(406) 777-9825

See you at the See you at the 
Scarecrow Festival!Scarecrow Festival!

Reopening
 Wednesday, Oct. 5

Hours: W-Th-F 10 am - 2 pm

Saturday Dinners will 
start Oct. 15!

Now taking reservations.

Now taking 
pre-orders for 
Holiday
Stollen! Whitesitt Funeral Home

Bill and Helen Kropp
Kallan and Gretchen Kropp

314 Church, Stevensville | 406-777-5711
Serving the Bitterroot Since 1902

Have fun at the 

Scarecrow FeStival!

The Stevensville Scarecrow Festival will take place October 7-15. 
The event has grown over the past 16 years to be one of Stevensville’s 
signature festivals which, along with Western Heritage Days in June 
and the Creamery Picnic in August, bring thousands of visitors to 
Stevensville to experience its small-town charm. 

The Scarecrow Festival was the creation of the Stevensville Art & 
Sculpture Society (SASS). Gary Knapp, president of SASS in 2012, 
was interviewed by the Star at that time and he said the event was 
started back in 2005 as a way to develop an interest in, and apprecia-
tion for, sculpture in the community. 

Knapp’s personal vision was that the bike path coming into town 
would be lined with scarecrows welcoming people into the town 
that he loved. His idea was that scarecrows are not just burlap-filled 
figures with plaid shirts but could take many different forms. He said 
participants are free to use their imaginations without bound and 
the results have been impressive over the years. Knapp said he was 
impressed by the breadth of the community involvement.

During Knapp’s tenure, the scarecrow festival continued to grow 
and become known around the state as something worth traveling 
to Stevensville to see. This year, as of noon on Monday, October 3rd, 

Scarecrow Festival – 
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Call to schedule your appointment! 406-777-3844Call to schedule your appointment! 406-777-3844

3682 Eastside Hwy
Stevensville, MT 59870
406-777-3844
www.burntforkvet.com

BFVC’s Annual

Pet Costume Contest
First Friday, Oct. 7
in front of
Rocky Mountain Bank
Main St, Stevensville

Bring your
 dressed-up pet

Voting will take 
place on Facebook

Scarecrow Fun at Darcy Scarecrow Fun at Darcy 
Hansen State FarmHansen State Farm

Join us October 7 & 8Join us October 7 & 8

Scarecrow Patch 
Photo Booth

Games & Refreshments

Prizes for All Ages

Darcy Hansen 
State Farm
protectingwhatmatters.net

300B Main Street
Stevensville, MT 59870

(406) 625-3715

Call or stop in today!

Rosalee Shorter PA-C
Expert training & 13 years experience 
in non-surgical facial rejuvenation

NEW YEAR!  NEW YOU!

406.880.0804
293 Rodeo Drive • Florence
www.rsaesthetics.net
Medical Director:  Dr. Jeffrey Sweat

Do you have a double chin?
Coolsculpting can take care of that! 
PERMANENT FAT LOSS 
starting at $600 per session

Rosalee Shorter, PA-C
Expert training & 16 years experience 
in non-surgical facial rejuvenation

406.880.0804406.880.0804
293 Rodeo Drive • Florence
www.rsaesthetics.net
Medical Director: Dr. Jeffrey Sweat

RSAesthetics 

Time to Time to 
Bloom!Bloom!
Buy 40 units of Buy 40 units of 

Botox & getBotox & get
$50 OFF!$50 OFF!

Buy any syringe Buy any syringe 
of Juvederm of Juvederm 

and get 10 units and get 10 units 
of Botox FREE! of Botox FREE! 

Enjoy the
Scarecrow 
Festival!

there were 60 scarecrows registered 
(the previous record was 54 in 2019), 
including 35 businesses, 18 individ-
uals or organizations, and 7 kids’ 
entries.

Knapp passed away unexpectedly 
at the end of 2012, but the scarecrow 
festival has carried on. It was taken 
over by the Stevensville Main Street 
Association and in 2015 a memorial 
to Knapp was dedicated at the be-
ginning of that year’s festival. Knapp 
was passionate about enhancing the 
arts in Stevensville and was pivotal in 
shaping the scarecrow festival into the 
successful event it is today. He also 
worked with SASS to fund and install 
the second public art piece in Stevens

better than ever

continued on page 10
Memorial to Gary Knapp, who was 
instrumental in creating the Ste-
vensville Scarecrow Festival. 
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         www.stevensvillehotelmt.com
107 E Third St

                Stevensville, MT 59870

Come see our 
scarecrow!

Steven
sville Hotel

Steven
sville Hotel

Steven
sville Hotel

Steven
sville Hotel

Proud to be part of the 

Scarecrow Festival!

777-GEEK 777-GEEK (4335)(4335)
Wired in the BitterrootWired in the Bitterroot 115 W Third St. #105 • Stevensville 115 W Third St. #105 • Stevensville

BEV THE GEEK

Need help with your 
computer or website?

Bev Can Help!

Have fun at Creamery!
Don't forget to Buy Your Duck 

for the Saturday Race

BRIAN POTTON
221 Main Street 
Stevensville . 777-3626

Have fun at Creamery!
Don't forget to Buy Your Duck 

for the Saturday Race

BRIAN POTTON
221 Main Street 
Stevensville . 777-3626

Have fun at Creamery!
Don't forget to Buy Your Duck 

for the Saturday Race

BRIAN POTTON
221 Main Street 
Stevensville . 777-3626

Have Fun at the 
Scarecrow Festival!
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a2zpersonnel.net
Hamilton: 406-363-0723  •  186 S 3rd St.   |   Stevensville: 406-777-1662  •  215 Main St.

STAFFING AGENCY
HUMAN RESOURCE
PAYROLL SERVICES

Love Where You Work

Business Driven. People Focused. Community Engaged.

Dare to visit the A2Z Haunted House!Dare to visit the A2Z Haunted House!
215 Main ST. Stevensville215 Main ST. Stevensville

This Friday ONLY, October 7th  •  5pmThis Friday ONLY, October 7th  •  5pm

Friday, October 7th
4-9pm  Scarecrow viewing and voting – 
       Main Street & Bike Path (along Cut-off Road)
  First Friday! Businesses open on Main Street                          
  Food Court, 3rd & Main
  Straw Maze, Active Care, 212 Main
  Face Painting, near Straw Maze
7pm  S’More Firepit 7pm, 3rd and Main
5-8pm  Kids’ Carved Pumpkin Contest, 212 Main
6-8:30pm Monster Mash Dance Party
      Rocky Mountain Bank parking lot       

Saturday, October 8th
9am-3pm Scarecrow viewing and voting – 
        Main Street & Bike Path (along Cut-off Road)
  Straw Maze, Active Care, 212 Main
10am-2pm Farmers Market, 3rd & Main  
10am-8pm Extreme Carved Pumpkin Contest, Trapper Creek
                                Coffee Courtyard, 308 Main       
11am-5pm Wagon Rides, 3rd & Church
2pm  Announce Extreme Pumpkin Carving Winners,
        Trapper Creek Coffee Courtyard                        
3-8pm  Brewfest, Rocky Mountain Bank parking lot    

Sunday, October 9th
10am-9pm Scarecrow viewing, Main Street and Bike Path         
10am-4pm Straw Maze, Active Care, 212 Main
4pm  Scarecrow winners announced, 212 Main 

Schedule of Events

Scarecrows will remain on display 
through October 15th.
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EXIT REALTY BITTERROOT VALLEY
Independent Member Broker

Kim LendmanKim Lendman
Experienced • Honest • Professional

Kim@EXITrealtyBV.com
www.KimLendman.EXITMT.com

406-531-0783

Interest rates are 
going up and buyers 
are ready! Thinking 
of buying or selling?

Broker

Call Kim!

Kim@EXITrealtyBV.com
www.KimLendman.EXITMT.com

406-531-0783EXIT REALTY BITTERROOT VALLEY
Independent Member Broker

Come see our 
scarecrow!

Stop by for some 
goodies at the 

Exit office, 300 Main!

Have fun at the Have fun at the 
Scarecrow Festival!Scarecrow Festival!

MOUNTAIN WEST
CO-OP

Stop in for 
Refreshments 
and Snacks!

115 Main Street, Stevensville
406-777-5441

(406) 224-4880      www.AnnetteWagnerDesign.com
(650) 868-3636    AnnetteWagnerDesign@gmail.com

Squarespace • Site Design • Graphics

Creator of the Stevensville 
Scarecrow Festival website!

A witch. 2012.

Scarecrows through the years...
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500 North 1st Street, Hamilton, 406-363-2995         500 North 1st Street, Hamilton, 406-363-2995         46 Stevensville Cutoff Road, Stevensville, 406-777-040046 Stevensville Cutoff Road, Stevensville, 406-777-0400

Huge Sale on all Cooper and Yokohama tires, Huge Sale on all Cooper and Yokohama tires, 
including Winter and All Season tires!including Winter and All Season tires!

Up to $70 rebateUp to $70 rebate

Have Fun at the Scarecrow FestivalHave Fun at the Scarecrow Festival
The Minion craze. 2014.
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Who’s pushing the wheelchair? 2012.
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Groovz Living Statues, 2016.

Going to the dentist. 2016. Preparing entries for carved pumpkin contest. 2014.
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Full Moon Saloon entry, 2010. Scarecrow with a message, 2011.

ville, “To Know Joy,” a bronze by Mari Bolen at Lange Park (next to 
Ahava Coffee). The first public art piece was “Two Left Feet Dancing 
Free” by Jay Laber, on the corner of Third and Main.

A memorial to Knapp, which was created by local artist Loree 
West, is installed at the native plant park near the beginning of the 
Stevensville bike path. The sculpture merges the scarecrow theme 
with elements of the craftsman-style woodwork that Knapp created.

The festival has continued to grow over the years, adding a carved 
pumpkin contest, a straw maze and a brewfest. When the Main Street 
Association dissolved, Knapp’s wife Loey stepped up, along with 
River’s Mist Gallery owner Gretchen Spiess, to organize the festival 
and keep it going, along with a group of dedicated volunteers. The 
non-profit Project 59870 is the fiscal sponsor of this year’s event. Jim 
Edwards, owner of Burnt Fork Market, continues to run the brewfest 
and has been using the proceeds of that to build a lighting fund for 
the Town of Stevensville to eventually add special lighting at either 
end of the downtown business district.

The Scarecrow Festival kicks off on First Friday, October 7th. 
Scarecrow entries by families, individuals and organizations will 
be installed along the bike path along the Cut-off Road and also on 
Main Street. 

Business entries will be displayed on Main Street.
People’s Choice awards in both categories are determined by the 

number of votes cast by viewers on Friday and Saturday, October 7th 
and 8th. Winners will receive $100 for 1st place, $75 for 2nd place, 
and $50 for 3rd place. In addition, an Artistic Merit Award (one per 
category) of $100 will be determined by a panel of judges. 

Kids’ scarecrows (ages 17 and under) will be on display at Active 
Care Wellness Center, 212 Main Street. Winners will receive ribbons 
and ice cream certificates from Valley Drug.

Other fun activities during First Friday are face painting, the kids 
carved pumpkin contest, the straw maze, and the food court. Busi-
nesses will stay open late and many have their own special activities. 
Also on Friday evening there will be a non-alcoholic Monster Mash 
Dance Party for all ages. Saturday’s events include an “extreme” 
carved pumpkin contest for adults, wagon rides, food court, straw 
maze and the Scarecrow Brewfest with Mudslide Charley providing 
the music. See page 5 for the complete list of activities and times.

Extra hands are always welcome for setup, handing out tickets, 
and cleanup, so anyone willing to help can contact either Lorraine 
Roach or Loey Knapp by email at stevensvillescarecrow@gmail.com.

‘This is a festival that involves everybody, everyone participates,” 
says Loey Knapp. “It’s a team building event and involves the whole 
community. It’s incredibly creative. It’s all about fun and family.”

The scarecrows will remain on display through October 15th.

Scarecrow Festival continued
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WE CARE ABOUT 
OUR PRODUCTS!

Meat - 
Premium Angus 
USDA Choice 
Beef

Our Community . . .
Church, School, & Club Fundraisers

 Stevi Cutoff road, Stevensville  777-7300

Fresh Seafood - 
Catch of the 
Week

Bakery - Cakes 
from Scratch, 
Made to Order

Deli & Produce - Fresh, Ready to Eat

WE CARE!

Proud to be a part of the Bitterroot Community.

Our Customers . . .

220 Main St | Stevensville, MT
406-777-5553

ScarecrowScarecrow
FestivalFestival

Enjoy the 

Horsin’ around. 2016.
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Stevensville

NOW HIRING!

COMING SOON
FEATURED SERVICES:

• Primary Care
• Walk-in/Urgent Care,   
   7 days per week
• Women’s Health Services
• Specialty Services

• Rehabilitation Services
• Lab Services
• X-ray, CT & Ultrasound
• Ambulance Services

FACILITY HIGHLIGHTS:
• Dedicated Community Space
• 21,000 Square Footage
• 11 Acres off Highway 93 & 
  Kootenai Creek Road

bitterroothealth.org/STEVI • STEVI@bitterroothealth.org

Hay there!

NOW HIRING:
LPN/MA, Medical Lab Assistant, Outpatient 
Physical Therapist, imaging, x-ray and more 
coming soon!

Don’t miss the Scarecrow Festival.
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